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THE BATTLE OF

NEW BERN

By: Charles H. Bush

Nestled at the convergence of the
Trent and Neuse rivers in the east-
ern part of North Carolina, New Bern
today isadleepy littletown, but dur-
ing theAmerican Civil War thetown
served as a bustling port. This one
time capitol of North Carolina was
founded by German and Swiss im-
migrants in 1710, the second ol dest
city in the state, and was the first
permanent seat of British colonial
power in North Carolina. JamesHill
Hutchins described his home town
as a peaceful place in hiswork My
Native Town:

A wanton boy, methinks, | float, as
years ago, in wave rocked boat,

Where confluent Neuse and Trent
unite, like loving hearts on bridal
night-Tall mastsbefore me piercethe
sky, their pennantsgay all streamon
high-Before me rise, thy spires and
domes, Thy stately mansions-hum-
bler homes,While shady groves and
slopes of green, occurring oft, com-
plete the scene,And New Bern, thou
with graces rare, seem'st throned a
gueen 'twixt streams so fair,Whose

AN INTRODUCTION

waters mirror with delight, the jew-
eled brow of daughter bright (1)
This peaceful image was
about to be tarnished forever by the
roar of cannon, the crack of musket
fire and the bloodcurdling screams
of the wounded and dying. The
Battle of New Bern March 14, 1862
was abaptism of firefor many of the
units engaged and dealt an early
blow to the new Southern Confed-
eracy that had until this point only
known victory on thefield of battle.
Late in the summer of 1861
the Lincoln administration was des-
perately trying to achieve military
success after thelossesthey suffered
at Big Bethel, Manassas and
Wilson’s Creek. Many in the North
felt that the blockade of southern
ports was not as effective asit could
have been dueto the efforts of south-
ern blockade runnersand privateers.
This was especially the case along
the coast of North Carolina as the
Rebel ships could dlip in and out of
the many inlets along the shore line
of the state. That is not to say that
the blockade wasacompletefailure,
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several blockade runners were cap-
tured off of the southern shores. On
September 13, 1861 the U.S.S.
Susquehanna commanded by Cap-
tain John S. Chauncey took the En-
glish schooner Argonaut a prize off
of HatterasInlet. The Argonaut was
supposedly bound for Key West but
was found to be suspiciously close
totheNorth Carolinashoreline. She
was boarded by sailors from the
Susquehanna and the found her to
beOladen with fish and miscellaneous
cargo, consisting of shoes, soap, cof-
fee, cotton goods, tea etc.O most
likely to help supply the Confeder-
ate government. Captain Chauncey
found that the Argonaut had “no reg-
ister and no certificate of ownership,”
and figuring that she was one of the
many blockade runners flying the
English colors he had a master’s
mate and three other men to accom-
pany the Argonaut to New York asa
prize crew. (2)

Plans had been drawn up for an ex-
pedition to secure the Outer Banks
of North Carolinain August of 1861.



Major General George B. McClellan

Union General Winfield Scott or-
dered that the two forts guarding the
Hatteras inlet should be taken.
Hatteras was defended by two
earthen fortslocated just north of the
inlet; Fort Hatteras|ocated an eighth
of amilefromtheinlet wasdefended
by 20 cannon mainly 32 and 64-
pounder smoothbores.(3) Fort Clark
was the smaller of the two forts just
north of Hatteras and mounted only
five guns, its purpose being to help
strengthen the defenses of the inlet.
Genera Benjamin F. Butler, eager to
atone for the debacle at Big Bethel
in June set sail from Fortress Mon-
roe in Virginia with his small force
of around 880 men and arrived off
Hatteras on the afternoon of August
27. On the 28th the Federal navy
began a bombardment of the two
Confederatefortsand also attempted
to land the soldiers to take the forts
by land. Strong surf prevented the
main body from landing, "Every ef-
fort wasto land the troops, and after
about 315 werelanded, including 55
marines from the fleet and the regu-
lars," several of the boats were
swamped including two iron boats
and two flat-boats. (4) The troops

Brig. General Ambrose Burnside

were put ashore just north of Fort
Clark causing the small garrison to
spike the guns beat a hasty retreat to
Fort Hatteras. (5) The gunsfrom the
naval vessels off shore fell silent at
night fall only to resumeagaininon
the morning of the 29th. During the
night the commander of North
Carolinas coastal defenses Commo-
dore Samuel Barron arrived with 230
reinforcements intend on resuming
the hostilities in the morning even
though the fort had taken a beating
from the heavy guns of the United
StatesNavy. All thoughtsof continu-
ing the fight ended at 11:07 when
Barron raised the white flag, shortly
after a federal shell penetrated the
room next to the powder magazine
in Fort Hatteras. (6)
Theplanoriginally called for
Butler to neutralize thetwo fortsand
block the inlets by sinking shipsin
the channel, but Butler decided to
disobey his orders. He and Commo-
dore SilasH. Stringham, commander
of theAtlantic Blockading Squadron,
determined to leaveagarrison behind
to use Hatteras as a base for opera-
tions against other points in North
Carolinaand hethought it could also

Brig. General Jesse Reno

be used as a coaling station for the
blockaders, aharbor for coastal trade,
and a safe haven from storms. (7)
Butler also said that "by holding,
Hatteras light may once again send
forth its cheering ray to the storm-
beaten mariner, of which the worse
than vandalism of therebelsdeprives
him." The one drawback was the
lack of fresh water but Butler felt that
could berelived by a"condenser, like
the one now in operation at Fortress
Monroe." (8) Butler and Stringham
returned to Fort Monroe on the 30th
leaving behind the garrison of troops
plus Stringham detailed the Steam-
ers Monticello, Pawnee, and
Susquehanna to guard the inlet
against any attack that might come.
©)

With footholds in Virginia
and North Carolina thoughts soon
turn to the inevitable question of
what to do next. General George B.
McClellan the commander of the
Army of the Potomac had a plan for
how to proceed with the war. Little
MacOs plan wasto organi ze aspecial
"coast division" with the objective of
the force to be to "follow along the
coast and up theinletsand riversthe



movements of the main army when
it advances." (10) Thisspecial divi-
sion was to be a force of "two bri-
gades of five regiments each of New
England men, for thegeneral service;
the officersand men to be sufficiently
conversant with boat-serviceto man-
age steamers, sailing-vessels,
launches, barges, surf-boats, floating
batteries, etc." (11) McClellan
turned to his old friend Brigadier
General Ambrose E. Burnside to or-
ganizethetroopsfor the special unit.

Ambrose Burnside was a 37
year old graduate of West Point
(Class of 1847) and before the war
he worked for his good friend
McClellan at the Illinois Central
Railroad. Burnside was a fearsome
figure of aman with alofty bald head
and what little bit of hair he had
swooped down into animpressive set
of mutton chop whiskers connected
by amustache arching over hisclean
shaven chin. (12) While Burnside
was not the only genera trying to
raise troops for this mission, Gener-
als Butler and Thomas W. Sherman
were also vying for the opportunity

Brig. General L. O. B. Branch

to lead their troops on the operation;
it would be Burnside that would win
out. Burnside selected three of his
friends to command the brigades in
his Coast Division; al three were
Regular Army Officers, trained inen-
gineering and ordinance. The Divi-
sion was organized as follows:

First Brigade (Brig. Gen. John G.
Foster)

10th Connecticut

23rd Massachusetts

24th M assachusetts

25th M assachusetts

27th Massachusetts

Second Brigade (Brig. Gen Jesse
Reno)

21st Massachusetts

51st Pennsylvania

9th New Jersey

51st New York

6th New Hampshire

Third Brigade (Brig. Gen. John G.
Parke)

53rd New York *sent back to An-
napolisand disbanded in March 1862

Colonel Zebulon B. Vance, 26th NC

89th New York

8th Connecticut

11th Connecticut

4th Rhode Island

5th Rhode Island

Artillery (Captain James Belger)
Battery F, 1st Rhode Island Light
Artillery

1st New York Marine Artillery (at-
tached under Colonel William A.
Howard) (13)

It soon became clear that the Coast
DivisionOs objective was to be the
coat of North Carolina. McClellan
specifically outlined what he wanted
Burnsideto accomplish and hisgoals
wererather ambitious. Burnsidewas
told to:

Capture Roanoke Island,
seize or block the canal system con-
necting North Carolina waters with
Norfolk, capture New Bern and
Beaufort, capture or neutralize Fort
Macon, destroy as much of the
WImington & Weldon Railroad as
possible, including the vital bridge
near Goldsboro, a demonstration
against Raleigh was permissible, as

Lt. Colonel Robert F. Hoke, 33rd NC




"The war in Morth Carol

ew of the city of Newbsme, capturt by the hational forces under

Gen, Bumnside, March 14, from the railroad embankmient of the opposite side of the river Neuse—
passage of troops.” 1962, Frank Leslie's lllustrated Newspaper, April 26, 1862

was a move against WiImington, but
only if the risks were not too great.

Roanoke Island fell early in
February of 1862 and Burnside then
set his sights on the town of New
Bern.

The Confederateforcesinthe
town of New Bern were under the
command of Brigadier General
Lawrence O'Bryan Branch. Branch
was born on November 28, 1820 in
Halifax County, North Carolinaand

"'l.,_— } By & - & ¥ nl".

was orphaned as achild. Branch at-
tended Bingham Military Academy
in North Carolina, he also attended
the University of North Carolina at
Chapel Hill for a short time before
the went on to Princeton where
graduated in 1838. (14) Branch prac-
ticed law and fought in the Seminole
Wars in Florida in the early 1840's
and in 1852 he moved back to North
Carolina, where he continued to prac-
tice law. He served as the president
of theRaleigh & Gaston Railroad Co.

and was elected as a Democrat to
three terms in Congress from 1855
until the war broke out in 1861. (15)
Upon hisreturn to North Carolinain
1861 he was appointed as state quar-
termaster and paymaster general. On
September 20 he became the Colo-
nel of the 33rd North Carolinand was
then promoted to brigaider general
on November 16 when he replaced
Genera Daniel H. Hill as the new
commander of the Department of the
Pamlico which consisted of the area
of the state between the Neuse River
and Albemarle Sound. (16) Upon
taking command Branch quickly
evlauated his new department and
found it to be severly lacking in sev-
eral areas. Chief among these was
thelack of troopsassigned to defined
the area with only three complete
regiments and several companies of
artillery and cavalry under hisdirect
command.

At the time of the battle of
New Bern the strength of Gen.
BranchOs force had grown but con
sisted of green troops for the most
part, the command was organized
like so:

Snidype):

The Burreide Expedition - The Storming of Ft. Thempson, atNew Bern, NC. Harper's 8552
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Battle of New Bern, NC: Map Courtesy New Bern Historical Society

District of the Pamlico
Brig. Gen. L. O'B. Branch

Infantry

7th North Carolina, Col. Reuben P.
Campbell (Right Wing commander),
Lt. Cal. E. G. Haywood

26th North Carolina, Col. Zebulon
B. Vance

27th North Carolina, Mg. John A.
Gilmer Jr.

33rd North Carolina, Col. Clark M.
Avery

35th North Carolina, Col. James
Sinclair

37th North Carolina, Col. CharlesC.
Lee (L eft Wing commander), Lt. Col.
William M. Barbour
MilitiaBattalion, Col. H. J. B. Clark
MacRage's Company, Capt. Walter G.
MacRae

Cavalry
2nd North Carolina (8 companies),
Col. Samuel B. Spruill

Macon Mounted Guards, Capt. Pe-
ter G. Evans

Artillery

Branch Artillery, Capt. Alexander C.
Latham

CharlotteArtillery, Capt. ThomasH.
Brem (17)

Upon inspecting the works
around New Bern Gen. Branch knew
that if the town was to be held he
would need to improvethe defenses.
Branch tried to stengthen the de-
fenses around New Bern, he circu-
lated handbills appealing to the lo-
cal citizens for help with labor and
empliments such as shovels and
picks. A handful of free Negroes
showed but but they had no
"empliments’ Branch again pleaded
with the locals this time asking for
slave ownersto hire out their slaves
to do the labor and for this he "got
but asingle Negro." (18) Thislack
of help ment that the troops under

NEUSE RIVER

Branch'scommand would haveto do
the work themselves detailing 500
men a day to the task. The men
struggled to complete the work and
the tools they had were very poor to
say the least. Ten miles below New
Bern on the south side of the Neuse
isthe mouth of Otter Creek one mile
above the mouth of the creek was a
line of breastworks that ran across
three-fourths of amileto an"imprac-
ticable" swamp. (19) Thesetrenches
were known as the Croatan works
and werewell-planned and well con-
structed works that could have been
held by 2,000 men and two field bat-
teries against a very large force but
the draw back to this position isthat
it could be easily taken from therear.
Six miles of river shore lay between
the Croatan line and the next line of
defense at Fort Thompson; the en-
emy could land anywhere between
the two lines and with little effort
overthrow the Croatan line. Fort
Thompson anchored the main line of



breastworks to the Neuse securing
theleft flank of the confederatelines.
The works extended from the fort to
the south west toward the railroad,
thiswasthe point in thelinethat was
the most flawed. In order to make
the line as short as possible and an-
chor the right flank on a swamp
Branch determined that the line
should be "thrown back about 150
yards on the railway,” the line then
continuedina"seriesof small breast-
works, conforming to the features of
the ground,” to the swamp and the
Weathersby Road. (20) This formed
aright angle in the line that was a
slap in the face of the Napoleonic
tactics that were in general practice
during thewar. At thisangle wasan
old brick kiln just to the east of the
railway which Branch directed
should beloop- holedin order to help
strengthen the weakness of the posi-
tion. (21)

Burnside's invasion force of
around 11,000 men left Roanoke Is-
land on March 11, 1862 bound for
the mainland. The fleet steamed its
way across the Pamlico Sound un-
der a beautiful cloudless sky. The
flotilla anchored at Slocum Creek,
modern day Cherry Point Marine
CorpsAir Station, on the night of the
12th just 17 miles from New
Bern.(22) Thursday the 13th was
gpent disembarking the troops and
theartillery which asit turnsout was
asingle battery of boat howitzers as
the ship with the field artillery ran
aground earlier. Ataround 1 p.m. the
rainsbegantofall and camedownin
sheets. The Navy gunboats provided
constant fire support as Burnsideand
his men began their march toward
New Bern in the chilling torrential
rain. After six milesthey reached the
Croatan line and were extremely sur-
prised to find the works abandoned
by the Confederates. Burnside de-

termined to bivouac beyond the
Croatan line but just out of range of
the defenses of the Fort Thompson
Line. (23)

Upon learning of the pres-
ence of Burnside's force at Slocum
Creek at 4 p.m. on the 12th Branch
ordered the 35th North Carolina un-
der the command of Colonel Sinclair
to Fisher's Landing just above the
mouth of Otter Creek to "resist any
attempt of the enemy to land there."
(24) At early in the morning of the
13th Branch learned that Sinclair's
troops had been forced back due to
the naval bombardment and that the
enemy was now unloading itstroops
in force just south of Otter Creek,
thus abandoning the Croatan line
with the confederates never having
fired ashot. TheFort Thompsonline
was the only thing now that stood
between Burnside and the prize that
was New Bern.

The soldiers awoke to a
densefog on the morning of the 14th,
the rain had stopped before daylight
but the dampness of the air was caus-
ing afew problems. The powder in
many of the muskets was far to wet
toignite, thiscould befixed, themore
concerning problem wasthefact that
many of the federal soldiers carry-
ing the Enfield musket could not
even draw their ramrods due to the
swelling of the stock. Lt. Col. Will-
lam S. Clark of the 21st Massachu-
setts note that more than fifty of his
men went in to the battle armed only
with their bayonets. (25)

The Confederate soldiers
were posted along the Fort Thomp-
son linein the following order mov-
ing from left to right along the lineg;
the 37th and 27th regiments along
with part of Latham's Battery were
between Ft. Thompson and the Old
Beaufort Road, to the right of the
road and between it and therail road

were the 7th and 35th along with the
balance of Latham'sgunsand Brem's
Battery. (26) The battalion of militia
under the command of Colonel Clark
was placed at the old brick kiln along
the rail road, it is aso important to
not that the militia had only been
formed two weeks prior and werethe
epitome of green troops,; Gen Branch
also directed a battery of 24 pound-
ers to support that position but the
guns were not mounted before the
start of the battle and thus the were
useless. To theright of the railroad
in the series of small breastworks
extending to the swamp wasthe 26th
North Carolina under the command
of Col. Zebulon B. Vance, future
governor of North Caroling; to the
right of the 26th posted on the
Wesathersby Road were elements of
Harding's Battery. The 33rd NC un-
der the command of Col. Avery was
inreserveat the center of theline400
yards behind the brick kiln with the
cavalry about amileand ahalf to the
rear (seefigure1l). The Confederate
troops, outnumbered by nearly three
to one, dept on their arms in these
positions the night before and were
waiting for the enemy to strike. (27)
The Federal plan for attack
on the morning of the 14th was
simple, overpower the right side of
theline; Gen. Foster would center his
brigade on the Beaufort road and at-
tempt to hit the Confederate linejust
to the west of Ft Thompson while
Gen. Reno would move his brigade
up therailroad in column. Gen Parke
washeld in reserve between the other
two brigades with orders to support
the line where needed. (28)
Atoraround 7:30 a.m. firing
opened up along the Confederate | eft
from the 37th and 27th combined
with thethree gunsinside Ft. Thomp-
son as Gen. Foster's men began to
emerge. It was an intense fire-fight



withthetwo sidesslugging it out and
neither gaining any at advantage.
(29) Skirmishers from Lt. Col.
Clark's 21st Massachusetts soon ap-
peared in front of Vance's position
and the militia, the entire confeder-
ate line was now engaged. Because
of the placement of troops along the
rebel linethe skirmishers of the 21st
Mass. Soon found themselveson the
flank of Cal. Clark's green NC mili-
tiaat thebrick kiln. Themilitiafired
a few shots but finding their flank
turned part of the militia began to
head for the rear in great disorder.
Upon seeing this Gen. Branch or-
dered five companies of the 33rd
under Lt. Col Robert F. Hoketo plug
the gap; the rest of the militia was
soon in headlong retreat so Branch
was forced to send in the balance of
the 33rd under Col. Avery to help
savetheday, but it wastoo late. (30)
The Federals had broken through at
the center and Gen Reno quickly re-
inforced the 21st Mass and pressed
the advantage; soon the entire Con-
federate left wasin full retreat head-
ing towards New Bern leaving the
26th and 33rd to cover the retreat.
Col. Vance of the 26th was unaware
that the confederate forces were in
retreat because the couriers sent to
inform him never arrived; the time
was now around 8:45. (31) The 26th
and the five companies of the 33rd
under Lt. Col. Hoke now dug in made
astubborn resistance and held off the
Federal ondlaught until noon. By this
time it was clear to Vance that the
other Confederates had left the field
and being cut off along the Beaufort
Road he determined to save hiscom-
mand. The only possible escape
route was Bryce's Creek which was
more of a river than a creek being
about 75 yards wide and was too
deep to attempt to ford. Some men
tried to swim across but three boats

were procured and the men began the
long process of being ferried across
the creek. Lt. Col. Henry K.
Burgwyn, just 20 years old, super-
vised the crossing and after four in-
tense and anxious hours he was the
last man to cross. Vance said that
the young Burgwyn preformed his
duty with the greatest coolness and
efficiency. (32) The two regiments
joined the rest of the Confederates
at Kinston on the 16th. (33)

The battle of New Bern was
a complete victory for the Federals
who now had possession of a vital
Confederate port. Casuatieson both
sides were light compared to other
battles in the war, the Confederates
lost 64 killed, 101 wounded and 413
missing or captured while the
Federals lost 90 killed and 378
wounded. (34) There were many
factorsthat contributed to thisdefeat
for the Confederates and blame could
be placed in anumber of places. The
perceived lack of support from the
Confederate central government in
Richmond and the lack of support
from many of thelocal citizens must
have been ablow to the moral of the
outnumbered troops trying to save a
doomed city. The Federas would
remain in eastern North Carolina
until the end of the war although
there were many attempts to regain
what was lost by the Confederates
they were never successful.
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NO TROOPS COULD
HAVE BEHAVED BETTER

CONFEDERATEAFTERACTION REPORTS FROM
THE BATTLE OF NEW BERN

Official Records of The War of the Rebellion: Series 1, Volume 9, Part 1 Pages 241-269

BRIGADIER GENERAL LAWRENCE O'BRYAN BRANCH
COMMANDING CONFEDERATE FORCES, NEW BERN, NC

HEADQUARTERS
FIRST DIVISION,
In the Field, March 26, 1862.

GENERAL: My report of the battle
of the 14th below New Berne has
been withheld until | could get are-
port from Colonel R. P. Campbell,
who commanded my right wing on
that day. It is now submitted, with
reports from the commanders of all
the regiments on the field.

A brief description of the ar-
tificial defenses of New Berne, to-
gether with the inclosed sketch, will
enable you to comprehend the move-
ments of the day, which were few
and simple.

The defensive works were
located and constructed before | as-
sumed command. The troops under
my command had performed alarge
amount of work, but it was mainly
ontheriver defenses, which were not
assailed by the enemy. They had

been originally planned for a force
much larger than any ever placed at
my disposal, and | wasfor six weeks
engaged in making the necessary
changes to contract them, but the
failure of all my efforts to obtain
implementsand toolswith which the
troops could carry on the work pre-
vented me from making satisfactory
progress. | had circulated handbills
over the State, calling onthecitizens
generally to assist me, and received
from two counties a small party of
free negroes without implements. |
then inserted in the newspaper and
advertisement calling on the slave
owners to hire their slaves, with
implements, for afew days, and | got
but a single negro.

During all thistime contin-
ued thetroopsat work, and when the
enemy came into the river 500 per
day were being detailed to construct
breastworks, with less than half that
number of worn and broken shovels

4

and axes, without picksor grubbing-
hoes. If the fate of New Berne shall
prevent a similar supineness on the
part of citizens, and especially save
owners, elsewhere, it will be fortu-
nate for the country. Ten miles be-
low New Berne, on the south side of
the Neuse, is the mouth of Otter
Creek. Fromthiscreek, 1 mileabove
its mouth, the Croatan breastwork
runs across to an impracticable
swamp about three-fourthsof amile.
Thisisawell-planned and well-con-
structed work, which 2,000 men and
two field batteries could hold against
a very large force. But from the
mouth of Otter Creek to Fort Thomp-
son, the lowest of theriver batteries,
isadistance of 6 milesof river shore,
on any part of which theenemy could
land and take the Croatan work in
reverse. It isobviousthat the breast-
work was useless if | had not suffi-
cient forceto hold it and at he same
time guard 6 miles of river shore. |
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have at no time been able to place
4,000 meninthefield at New Berne,
and at thetime of the battle had been
seriously weakened by the re-enlist-
ment furloughs.

Coming up theriver fromthe
Croatan work you reach the Fort Th-
ompson breastwork. This had been
constructed from Fort Thompson to
the railroad, about 1 mile, before |
assumed command. Finding that,
from inadequate force, the Croatan
work might be of no avail to me, |
determined to extend the Fort Th-
ompson work about one mile and a
fourth and rest itsright on a swamp.
This is the work | was engaged on
when the enemy appeared. In order
to make the line as short as possible
and to avail of a small branch by
throwing it in front the line was
thrown back about 150 yards on the
railroad, and thence aseries of small
breastworks, conforming to the fea-
tures of the ground, ran off inthe di-
rection of the swamp, making on ob-
tuse angle with the older portion of
the line on the other side of the rail-
road. Toguard thisgap | directed that
the old brick-kiln on the railroad
should beloo-holed, and the evening
beforethe battle had ordered two 24-
pounder guns to be brought from
New Berne and place in battery
there. Theenemy'sskirmishersdrove
the laborers from the battery when
an hour more would have enabled
them to get the gunsin position. Of
coursel lost al the benefit | expected
from it. The line of small breast-
worksfromtherailroad to the swamp
was partially finished for about half
the distance.

Running parallel to theriver
and to each other, and crossing the
line at right-angles are, first, after
leaving the river, the old Beaufort
road and then the railroad; still far-

ther on and near the swamp the
Weathersby Road. The railroad and
the Beaufort road intersect about 2
miles behind the breastwork, the
former crossing theriver on abridge
1,840 feet long at the town of New
Berne and the latter at an indifferent
private bridge about one mile and a
half above New Berne. Both these
bridges are accessible to gunboats,
so that when we stood at the Fort Th-
ompson breastwork, fronting the en-
emy, we had Neuse River on our |eft,
Bryce Creek (an impassabl e stream)
onour right, and the Neuse and Trent
in our rear, the only possible mode
of escape in case of defeat being
across the two bridges | have de-
scribed, 5 milesin our rear.

| hope this description, with
the aid of the map inclosed, will put
you in possession of our situation at
the opening of the battle.

| omitted to state that thetim-
ber had been felled in front of the
breastwork for about 350 yards, and
the space was swept by ten field
pieces, besidesthree navy 32-pound-
ers, discharging grape and canister
from the rear face of Fort Thomp-
son.

It is useless to describe the
river defenses, on which the largest
amount of labor had been bestowed,
as the enemy prudently refrained
from attacking the batteries in front
and the gunboatsdid not comewithin
range of their guns until they had
been silenced from the rear.

| now proceed to detall the
incidents of the battle.

On Wednesday, the 12th, at
4 p. m., the approach of the enemy's
fleet wasreported to me, and at dark
| learned that twelve vessels had an-
chored below the mouth of Otter
Creek and about forty-five were as-
cending theriver in their rear.
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Orders were issued to Colo-
nel Sinclair, Thirty-fifth Regiment,
to proceed immediately with hisregi-
ment to Fisher's Landing, which is
just above the mouth of Otter Creek,
and to resist any attempt of the en-
emy to land there. Colonel Avery,
Thirty-third Regiment, and Lieuten-
ant-Colonel Haywood, Seventh
Regiment, constituting the reserve,
were ordered to proceed across the
river, so as to be in position at the
intersection of the Beaufort road and
therailroad at daybreak inthe morn-
ing. Colonel R. P. Campbell, com-
manding my right wing, was in-
structed to guard theriver shorefrom
the mouth of Otter Creek to Fort Th-
ompson, while Colonel C. C. Lee,
who commanded my left wing, was
to guard the remainder of the shore,
support the river batteries, and re-
enforce Colonel Campbell inc case
he should be hard pressed. Colonel
Campbell wasinstructed to establish
his headquarters at the intersection
of the Beaufort road and the breast-
work, and to collect his troops
around him by daybreak. Both com-
manderswereinstructed that, in case
it should be necessary to fall back
from the river shore to the breast-
work, Colonel Campbell should hold
tat part to the right of the Beaufort
road and Colonel Leethat part to the
left of it.

These orders having been
dispatched by 9 p. m., the night was
spent by the troops in getting into
position and other preparations for
the contest.

Having given all the neces-
sary directions to staff officers and
all othersbefore 3 o'clock Thursday
morning, and seen all the men and
material forwarded from the camp
and depot in New Berne, | proceeded
to Colonel Campbell's headquarters.



On the road | met dispatches from
Colonel Sinclair and Captain P. G.
Evans, commanding the pickets, in-
forming me that the enemy were
landing troops below the mouth of
Otter Creek, and Colonel Vancewas
directed to send his regiment to
Croatan breastwork to occupy it.
Railroad trains were on the spot to
carry down re-enforcements or to
draw off Colonels Vance's and
Sinclair'sregiments and Brem's bat-
tery, as the case might require.

Intelligence was soon
brought to me that the enemy's gun-
boats, having driven Colonel
Sinclair's regiment from Fisher's
Landing, wererapidly landing troops
at that place, and that Colonel
Campbell, seeing that the Croatan
breastwork was turned, had ordered
Vance, Sinclair, and Brem to fall
back to the Fort Thompson breast-
work.

My force was wholly inad-
eguate to guard the 6 miles of river
shore between the mouth of Otter
Creek and Fort Thompson. The re-
sult was therefore not wholly unex-
pected but | had hoped that aline of
rifle pits| had caused to be made for
amileaongthebluffsat and on both
sidesof Fisher'sLanding would have
enabled me to hold the enemy in
check and to inflict on him serious
loss at the first moment of his plac-
ing hisfoot on our soil. | was there-
fore surprised when the position was
yielded with aloss of only 1 killed
and 2 wounded, all three of which
casualties occurred in the retreat.

After the abandonment of
Fisher's Landing to the enemy the
prompt withdrawal of Vance and
Brem could alone save them from
being cut off, and the enemy thus
came into possession of my stron-
gest work without having received a

single shot from us.

The Fort Thompson breast-
work now became my sole reliance
for resisting his advance, and
throughout the remainder of the day
and night of Thursday the most ac-
tive efforts were made to strengthen
that unfinished work. Both officers
and men executed my orders with
unflagging energy.

| was particularly indebted to
Major Thompson and Captain
Meade, of the Engineers, to whom |
assigned the duty of disposing of the
artillery in the most advantageous
manner. In the afternoon the gun-
boats shelled the breastworks heavily
from a position they had taken out
of reach of the guns of our batteries.

The composure with which
all classesof my troopsreceived this
attack from an unseen foe strength-
ened the confidence | felt in their
standing under fire.

No damage was inflicted on
us by the shells, but the accuracy
with which they were thrown over a
thick, intervening woodland con-
vinced me of the necessity of driv-
ing traitors and enemies in disguise
from al townsand neighborhoods of
whichwedesireto hold military pos-
session.

During the day on Thursday
the troops were posted behind the
intrenchments, and it was painfully
apparent that my force was not suf-
ficient to man them eve with athin
linefor thefinished portionsof them.
| was compelled to withdraw Lieu-
tenant-Colonel Haywood of the Sev-
enth Regiment from the reserve and
place him on the line.

The regiments were posted
asfollows, commencing on the left:

Lieutenant-Colonel Barbour,
Thirty-seventh Regiment, and Ma-
jor Gilmer, Twenty-seventh Regi-
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ment, between Fort Thompson and
the Beaufort County road. Lieuten-
ant-Colonel Haywood, Seventh,
Colonel Sinclair, Thirty-fifth, and
Colonel Clark (Militia), between the
Beaufort road and therailroad. Colo-
nel Vance, Twenty-sixth regiment, to
theright of therailroad. A few unat-
tached companies were placed be-
tween the regiments. My headquar-
ters were about 200 yardsin rear of
the intrenchment at the railroad and
the reserve was about 200 yards in
my rear; the cavalry regiment about
half a mile to the rear. In this order
the troops slept on their arms.

At 11 o'clock Thursday night
Colonel Leebrought theintelligence
that signal rockets had just been seen
on our extreme right, from which |
inferred that the enemy, having
found the Weathersby road, were in
front of that portion of my line.

Orders were sent to Colonel
Vance to extend hisregiment so that
itsright might rest on the Weathersby
road, and in an hour a section of
Brem's battery as moving by a cir-
cuitous route to a position on that
road.

Ontaking my position Friday
morning the center appeared so weak
that | dispatched my aide-de-camp
to Colonel Campbell to say to him
that it must be re-enforced if pos-
sible.

At about 7.30 o'clock Friday
morning the fire opened aong the
line from the railroad to the river. |
soon received amessage from Col o-
nel Leethat the enemy were attempt-
ing to turn our left. This proved to
be afeint, as | replied to him that |
thought it would.

The next incident of the
battle was the appearance of the
enemy's skirmishers in front of
Vance, and consequently on the pro-



longation of theline held by the Mi-
litia. It wastod rive the enemy from
that position that | had directed the
24-pounder battery to be placed
there, and supposing it was ready to
service, | sent Captain Rodman, with
his company, to man it, but they
found the guns not mounted, and
were ordered into position to act as
infantry. The skirmishers of the en-
emy, finding themselves on theflank
of the Militia, fired at them a few
shots from their flank files, which
caused a portion of them to flee in
great disorder.

| instantly ordered Colonel
Avery to send five companiesto dis-
lodge them. He sent them instantly,
under Lieutenant-Colonel Hoke; but
before Hoke had fully got into posi-
tion, through he moved with the
greatest promptness and celerity, |
received a message from Colonel
Clark, of the Militia, informing me
that the enemy werein line of battle
ingreat forceon hisright. | instantly
ordered up the remaining five com-
panies of Colonel Avery's regiment,
and the whole ten opened a terrific
fire from their Enfield rifles. The
whole Militia, however, had now
abandoned their positions, and the
utmost exertions of myself and my
staff could not rally them. Colonel
Sinclair'sregiment very quickly fol-
lowed their exampl e, retreating inthe
utmost disorder.

This laid open Haywood's
right and alarge portion of the breast-
work was|eft vacant. | had not aman
with whom to re-occupy it, and the
enemy soon poured in a column
along therailroad and through a por-
tion of the cut-down ground in front,
which marched up behind the breast-
work to attack what remained of
Campbell's command.

The brave Seventh met them

with the bayonet and drove them
headlong over the parapet, inflicting
heavy loss upon them as they fled;
but soon returning with heavy re-en-
forcements, not less than five or six
regiments, the Seventh was obliged
to yield, falling back slowly and in
order. Seeing the enemy behind the
breastwork, without asingle man to
place in the gap through which he
was entering and finding the day lost,
my next care was to secure the re-
treat. This was a critical operation,
as the enemy, having pierced our
center, had possession of the two
shortest roadsto the bridges, and be-
sides could approach them at plea-
sure with their gunboats.

Having dispatched two cou-
riers to Colonel Avery and two to
Colonel Vance with orders for them
to fall back to the bridges, | moved
to the intersection of the Beaufort
road and railroad to rally the troops
and cover the retreat across the
bridges. Here | found atrain of cars
with the Twenty-eighth Regiment,
Lieutenant-Colonel Lowe, who had
arrived too late to reach the battle-
field, and formed them to hold the
enemy in check until all should pass.
Colonel Leewasdirected to proceed
to New Berne and form all the men
he could collect in the upper part of
town. The Seventh Regiment, arriv-
ing in two different parties, was di-
rected to proceed to the Trent Bridge
and hold it, while | remained with
Lieutenant-Colonel Lowe at the in-
tersection to hold the enemy in check
and cover the retreat.

Remaining until there were
no more stragglersin sight on either
road, | directed Colonel Lowetofall
back to the Tent Bridge, which he
did, the enemy showing themselves
on the road as his rear guard moved
off. Proceeding to the Trent Bridge,
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| placed Colonel Campbell in com-
mand of all theforcesthere, within-
structions to hold the bridge as long
as possible for the passage of Avery
and Vance, and then to move up the
Trent road or join me in town, as |
might direct after reaching the town,
leaving with him to conduct him that
gallant gentleman and soldier Cap-
tain Peter G. Evans, whom | had not
allowed to leave my person for two
days except to bear orders. Therail-
road bridge was in flames before |
left the intersection.

Arriving in town, | found, it
inflamesin many places and evacu-
ated. Orderswrittenin the street un-
der thelurid glare of theflameswere
dispatched in every direction through
the town to search for Colonel Lee.
At Railroad street | learned that a
gunboat had already landed at one
of thelower wharves. Going up Rail-
road street to see whether Colonel
Leewasat the Fair Grounds, | found,
on reaching the depot, that the gun-
boats were aready there and the en-
emy in the Fair Grounds. Colonel
L ee, finding himself in no condition
to make resistance, had properly
drawn off and marched up the
Kinston Road. Following on, and di-
recting all the officers| could over-
take to conduct their men to
Tuscarora, the nearest railroad depot,
| proceeded to that place, and, hav-
ing made arrangementsfor thetrans-
portation of thetroopsto Kinston by
railroad and seen most of them off,
reached that place myself at 11
o'clock on Saturday.

My loss was 64 killed, 101
wounded, and 413 missing; about
200 are prisoners and the remainder
at home. The inclosed tabular state-
ment will show you on which regi-
ments and companies the loss fell.

The horses of Latham's bat-



tery and those of four pieces of
Brem's battery were killed, and we
lost, in consequence, ten pieces of
field artillery. There were other
pieces at the breastwork, but they
were condemned guns from Fort
Macon belonging to no company.

The ammunition and ord-
nance stores at New Berne were
saved, and the camp equipage and
baggage of theregimentswould have
been saved but the had ot the field
transportation with which to haul it
to the railroad.

In five days after the battle |
had my brigade in camp in advance
of Kinston ready for action and but
little demoralized.

| had at an early day placed
Cols. R. P. Campbell, Seventh Regi-
ment, and C. C. Lee, Thirty-seventh
Regiment, in command of the two
wings of my brigade. All the troops,
except the Thirty-third Regiment and
the cavalry regiment, which werein
reserve, fought under their immedi-
ate command. | could have taken no
better security against any errorsand
oversights| might commit than | did
in placing those two trained and ex-
perienced officers in immediate
command of the troops.

| refer to their reports here-
with and the reports of commanders
of regimentsfor particularsasto the
conduct of individuals under their
command.

AstheThirty-third Regiment
was under my own command it is
proper for meto say that its conduct
was all | could desire. It moved into
action with as much promptnessand
steadiness as | ever saw initsranks
on dress parade and its fire was ter-
rific. It was engaged within 100
yards of my position, and Colonel
Avery, Lieutenant-Colonel Hoke,
and Mgjor Lewisdid their duty fully

against an overwhelming force. Its
gallant colonel was captured at his
post; two different couriers, whom |
sent to him with ordersto withdraw,
having failed to reach him.

With the exception snotedin
a former part of the report al the
regiments behaved well. The Sev-
enth and Thirty-third are specially
named, because on theformer fell the
brunt of the battle after itsflank was
exposed by the retreat of the militia
and the Thirty-fifth, and thelatter had
no other commander except myself
through whom its conduct could be
made known to you. No troops could
have behaved better than the Twenty-
sixth, Twenty-seventh, and Thirty-
seventh.

Latham's battery was new
andwasonly partialy equipped. The
horses had not been attached to the
guns a week before the battle. Its
gallantry and devotion on that occa-
sion show it to be worthy of a new
outfit.

My regular staff, consisting
of my aide-de-camp, Mr. W. E.
Cannady, and assi stant adj utant-gen-
eral, Lieutenant Colonel W. G.
Robinson, rendered me all theassis-
tancel desired. My aide-de-camp in
particular bore my ordersthroughthe
hottest of the fire with unflinching
courage and composure.

To Captain Meade, of the En-
gineers, and Lieutenant Burwell, C.
S.,Army, and Mr. FrancisT. Hawks,
who tendered their services for the
occasion and were placed on my
staff, | wasgreatly indebted, not only
for servicein bearing ordersand ral-
lying troops, but to thefirstin an es-
pecial manner for counsel and ad-
vice. They remained with me
throughout the battle and subsequent
retreat.

Thepanicaludedtoinsome
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of the reports occurred after the
troops had left New Berne. It wasin
advance of meand | did not witness
it, but the names of officerswho con-
tributed toit or participated init will
bereported toyouif they can bedis-
covered. It was on counteracted by
the steadiness of Colonel Lee and
some other officers.

Yours, very respectfully,

L. O'B. BRANCH,
Brigadier-General, Commanding.

Major General T. H. HOLMES,
Commanding Department of North
Carolina



COLONEL R.P. CAMPBELL & LT. COL E. G. HAYWOOD

SEVENTH REGIMENT NORTH CAROLINA TROOPS

HDQRS. SEVENTH Regiment
NORTH CAROLINA TROOPS,
March 25, 1862.

GENERAL: | have the honor very
respectfully to make the following
report of the late engagement, 14th
instant, at Fort Thompson:

My command, consisting of
the Seventh Regiment North Caro-
linatroops, commanded by Lieuten-
ant-Colonel Haywood; Thirty-fifth
Regiment North Carolina troops,
commanded by Colonel Sinclair;
Captain Whitehurst's independent
company; some Militia, under Colo-
nel Clark, Captain Latham's battery,
and two sections of Captain Brem's
battery, were posted along the breast-
works from the county road to the
railroad. The Seventh Regiment was
posted immediately on the right of
the county road; Colonel Sinclair's
regiment was posted onitsright, and
Captain Whitehurst and Colonel
Clark on hisright, extending near the
railroad. The batteries were placed
at convenient distances along the
line.

The battle was commenced
by thefiring of aParrott gun belong-
ing to Captain Latham's battery, un-
der command of Lieutenant Wheeler.
Thisshot dispersed asquad of horse-
men, who seemed to be reconnoiter-
ing under cover of the woods.

Immediately after this, about
7.20 o'clock, the firing became gen-
eral from the enemy along thewhole
of my command. It wasreplied to by
both the batteries and small-arms.
Shortly after the firing began the
Militia under Colonel Clark gave
way and left the field in a panic.

About one hour after the fir-
ing commenced Colonel Sinclair
cameto me, and in much excitement
said that the enemy had flanked him
and was coming up the trenches
which had been vacated by the Mili-
tia. | ordered him to leave the
trenches for the purpose of charging
bayonets upon the advancing col-
umns; but he failed to form his men
and left the field in confusion. This
left the entire space occupied by my
command to be defended by the bat-
teries and by the Seventh Regiment
North Carolina troops. One section
of Brem's battery, left without sup-
port by Colonel Sinclair, was taken
possession of by the enemy, who had
continued hisadvance on theright. |
ordered Lieutenant-Colonel
Haywood to have his men leave the
breastwork and charge bayonets
upon the enemy, who was advanc-
ing in column. The chargewas made,
and the enemy driven over the breast-
works with great slaughter, leaving
anumber of gunsand other thingsin
hisretreat, which fell into our hands.
We also retook the section of Brem's
battery which had fallen into the
hands of the enemy. With the aid of
the Seventh Regiment and the bat-
teries| then held the works until the
enemy again appeared on our right
with agreatly increased force, some
six or eight regiments. The batteries,
with the exception of one section,
under Captain Latham, had been si-
lenced, so that | had only it and the
Seventh Regiment at my command.
| ordered the troops to fall back,
which they did under a very heavy
fire, and a formed immediately in
rear of Colonel Vance'sencampment.
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After waiting a short time, and see-
ing no hope of defeating the enemy
or offering further resistance to his
approach or advancing our cause by
meeting, | retired from the field.

The officers and men of the
Seventh Regiment North Carolina
troops and Captains Latham's and
Brem's batteries behaved with cool-
ness and bravery. | cannot speak of
the other troops under my command,
asthey left the field too early in the
action for me to say anything about
them.

From the report of the offic-
ers under my command the follow-
ing arethe casualties: 13 privatesand
1 officer killed, 34 privates and 1
officer wounded, and 34 privates
missing.*

R. P. CAMPBELL,

Colonel Seventh Regiment North
CarolinaTroops.

General L. O'B. BRANCH,

Kinston, N. C.

No. 22. Report of Lieutenant Colo-
nel Ed. Graham Haywood, Seventh
North Carolina Infantry.

HDQRS. SEVENTH Regiment
NORTH CAROLINA TROOPS,
March 25, 1862.

GENERAL: | have the honor very
respectfully to report that my com-
mand, the Seventh Regiment North
Carolinatroops, behaved well in the



late engagement at Fort Thompson.
The command, with the exception of
Company F, Captain Turner, was
posted on the right of the county
road, behind the breastworks, and
ordered to defend them and support
the artillery. Company F was posted
ontheleft of theroad. They held their
positions until flanked on the right
by the enemy. They were then or-
dered to leave the trenches and

charge bayonets upon the enemy,
which they did, driving him beyond
the breastworks until flanked again
by the same direction with a greatly
increased force, some six or eight
regiments, when | feel back into the
woods in rear of Colonel Vance's
camp and there formed. Seeing no
hope of defeating the enemy, | then,
with the command, retired from the
field. Major Hall, with three compa-

nies, preceded me.

The casualties were 6 men
killed, 15 wounded, and 30 missing;
among the wounded Captain W. H.
Sanford, regimental commissary.

ED. GRAHAM HAYWOOQOD,
Lieutenant Colonel, Commanding

Seventh Regiment North Carolina
Troops.

COLONEL CHARLES C. LEE & LT. COL WILLIAM M. BARBOUR

THIRTY-SEVENTH REGIMENT NORTH CAROLINA TROOPS

No. 28. Report of Colonel Charles
C. Lee, Thirty-seventh North Caro-
lina Infantry.

MARCH 16, 1862.

GENERAL: In compliance with
your orders | herewith submit re-
spectfully to you areport of the left
wing at the battle of Johnston's
Cross-Roads:

On Wednesday afternoon, at
about 5 o'clock, | received from you
notice that the enemy were advanc-
ing up the river, and later the same
information wasreceived by Captain
Herring. | rode down to the batteries
and ordered everything in readiness.

At 10 p.m | got notice from
you of my command, and immedi-
ately issued orders to all to bein
readiness and gave them appropriate
instructions. Under these Captain
Brem packed up his baggage and it
has been saved. Captain Brem was
afterward transferred to Colonel
Campbell's command, and will re-
port through him.

Thursday the enemy spent
the day in shelling the woods bel ow,
and toward evening some of themen
built fires (which were immediately
extinguished), when our lines were

shelled for about one and a half
hours, without injury to any one.
About 8 p.m. notice was sent
you of signals on our right flank.
About 7.30 am. on the 14th
wefired a 12-pounder gun at the en-
emy, and afew minutes afterward the
battle commencedin earnest. Awarm
attack wasmade at the Beaufort road;
but Captain Latham's artillery was
fired with such precision that they
made no advance, though they kept
up a constant fire here during the
whole engagement. The pieceonthe
left hand on the Beaufort road was
commanded by Captain Latham in
person, and after all his men except
3 were either killed or dangerously
wounded and rendered unfit for ser-
vice, the piecewas served effectively
for some twenty minutes, until the
day was lost, when he barely es-
caped. After the attempt on the Beau-
fort road the foe flanked to the right
and moved in heavy column toward
our left flank; but having given no-
tice to Colonel Crossan of their ap-
proach, he opened on them with
grape from three 32-pounders with
such terrible effect that after about
six shots they fell back; and though
they kept up a constant and warm
fire, they made no advance toward
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the work.

Some time after this the fir-
ing became hotter, when | received
from you an order to send some re-
enforcements to Colonel Campbell.
| ordered the left wing of my regi-
ment to his support and made further
arrangementsto cover my own flank.
The men of the Twenty-seventh and
Thirty-seventh Regiments did not
fire a shot except a few who were
armed with long-rangerifles, and this
ominoussilencewas properly appre-
ciated. The men of these regiments,
and a so of Fort Thompson, appeared
alwayscool and deliberate. Whilethe
left wing of the Thirty-seventh
moved over to the right they were
subjected to a galling fire and suf-
fered to some extent. (See inclosed
report of Lieutenant-Colonel
Barbour.) Major Gilmer, of the
Twenty-seventh, and Lieutenant-
Colonel Barbour, of the Thirty-sev-
enth, moved from place to place
within the limits of their respective
commands, and by their presenceand
example encouraged their commands
very much. One piece-the right
piece-in Fort Thompson, which bears
on the land, was dismounted, but
mounted again by Captain Herring



and the carriage properly repaired.
Five men in the fort were wounded,
none, | believe, dangerously.

Shortly after the left wing of
the Thirty-seventh was sent to Col o-
nel Campbell's aid, | observed his
regiment moving rapidly to the rear
through Colonel Vance'scamp. | gal-
loped over and demanded wherethey
were going, when | was informed
that they were in full retreat. | has-
tened back and saw the enemy ad-
vancing upon our works. Feeling as-
sured that the regiments which were
retreating could not be rallied, | or-
dered my command to fall back, and
passed on to the batteries to look af-
ter them. While in Fort Thompson
(two and a half minutes) five shots
struck the upper portion of the right
flank of theworksand two shellsfell
within theworks, without effect. The
guns were all spiked, by the enemy
pressed so closely that there was not
time to blow up the magazine, being
within about 30 or 40 yardswhenwe
had spiked the guns. | then went to
the other batteries and had the guns
dismounted and the magazines
blown up.

In blowing up the magazine
at Fort Ellis, Captain Mayo was se-
riously (I fear dangerously)
wounded, and one other man. All the
men of theleft wing were saved, and
retreated over to New Berne in tol-
erable order. One man of Colonel
Sloan's Twenty-seventh Regiment
was killed.

When | crossed over to New
Bernel found some of the regiments
had passed beyond, and | was thus
prevented from carrying out your
order to forminthe upper part of the
town. As | advanced up the Trent
road to Kinston | overtook Colonel
Sinclair'sregiment, and afoolish re-
port having got af | oat that the enemy

had landed cavalry, which were in
pursuit, | requested and obtained
from Colonel Sinclair a rear guard,
which | formed, and we then moved
on to the railroad crossing, where it
was merged with the regiment, and
proceeded up to Tuscarora.
Lieutenant C. H. Brown, of
Captain Latham's battery, was on
several occasions on the left wing,
and acted with great coolness; in-
deed, almost with foolhardiness.
Lieutenant Nicholson, my adjutant,
and Mr. Noble, who was acting as
my aide, also displayed coolness; but
no occasion for gallantry presented
itself to any one in the left wing.

| am, general, respectfully,
CHARLESC. LEE,

Colonel 37th Regiment North Caro-
lina Troops, Commanding Left
Wing.

No. 29. Report of Lieutenant Colo-
nel William M. Barbour, Thirty-sev-
enth North Carolina Infantry.

---, -- -, 1862.

| have the honor to submit the fol-
lowing report of the part taken by the
Thirty-seventh Regiment in the re-
cent engagement near New Berne:

Pursuant to orders from Brigadier-
General Branch | moved with my
command at 3 o'clock Thursday
morning and occupied that portion of
our line on the left of the old Beau-
fort road. During the day shellswere
thrown frequently from the enemy's
gunboats at our position without any
damage to us.

On Friday morning about
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daylight the enemy appeared in full
force in front of our lines, partially
concealed by the woods, and imme-
diately opened a heavy fire of artil-
lery and musketry upon us. Thefire
was promptly returned by Captain
Latham's battery, stationed in and
near the Beaufort road, with great
effect. Immediately the enemy at-
tempted a flank movement on our
left, for the purpose of storming Fort
Thompson. This movement was at
once defeated by a destructive fire
from the land batteries of Fort Th-
ompson. During the remaining por-
tion of the action the enemy kept up
an incessant fire on the position oc-
cupied by my command. A short time
before 12 o'clock | was ordered to
send five companies of my regiment
to the support of Colonel Campbell's
brigade, which was at that time hard
pressed. | immediately moved the
following companies to the desig-
nated point: Company C, under Cap-
tain Ashcraft; Company B, under
Lieutenant Cook; Company E, under
Lieutenant Farthing; Company C,
under Lieutenant Gillespie, and
Company K, under Captain Rosse.
Great credit is due to these compa-
nies for the promptness and bravery
with which they moved under avery
heavy fireof artillery and infantry for
some 400 yards. A short time road
had given away. After a short and
spirited contest these companies
were ordered by Colonel Campbell
to retire, which wad one in good or-
der.

About this time | observed
the forces toward our center retreat-
ing, but | considered it my duty to
hold my position until | was ordered
to retreat. Colonel Lee rode toward
the center to ascertain the meaning
of these movements, and on his re-
turninformed methat the center was



infull retreat, and directed me at once
tofall back. | at once proceeded with
my remaining five companiestoward
the railroad bridge, and at the point
where the Beaufort road crosses the
railroad | found the five companies
which had been sent to the right
drawn up inline of battle and await-
ing the arrival of the remaining five
companies. | inquired of General
Branch what | should do with my
regiment, and was directed to cross
the railroad bridge and form in New
Berne across the track. As soon as |
reached that point | found this im-
practicable, for the reason that the
houses in that part of the town were
built to the water's edge, and | could
only have formed a line of battle
some 15 feet in length; | therefore
moved my regiment to the depot and
halted it. | soon afterward saw Colo-
nel Robinson, General Branch's act-
ing assistant adjutant-general, and
inquired where he desired me to

move my regiment. He directed me
to move toward Kinston. | therefore
marched my regiment in good order
out of New Berne toward Kinston.
When we reached the point wherethe
Kinston road intersects the railroad
an alarm was raised by some of the
cavalry that theenemy'scavary were
in pursuit. Finding anumber of men
(not in my command) throwing away
their guns, | rode to the rear and in-
formedthemthat it wasafalseaarm,
and begged them to keep theroad and
act likemen. | remained at that point
until near sundown, when | pro-
ceeded to Tuscarora Depot, 8 miles
from New Berne. During the night
the troops were brought by railroad
to Kinston.

The men under my command
behaved with great coolness and de-
liberation during the entire day, re-
treated in good order, and brought
with them all their guns and ammu-
nition. We could easily have saved

our baggage if we had wagons, but
having only two small vehicles, |
knew it was useless to attempt it. It
was, however, all burned, to prevent
it from falling into the hands of the
enemy.

When our regiment was or-
dered to retreat the enemy had
crossed the breastworks in the cen-
ter and in three minutes would have
had us completely cut off.

Most of the missing have since been
heard from and will rejoin the regi-
ment.*

Respectfully, yours,

WILL. M. BARBOUR,

Lieutenant-Colonel, Thirty-seventh
Regiment, N. C. Troops.

COLONEL JAMES SINCLAIR
THIRTY-FIFTH REGIMENT NORTH CAROLINA TROOPS

HDQRS. THIRTY-FIFTH Regiment
NORTH CAROLINA TROOPS,
Kinston, N. C., March 19, 1862.

COLONEL: I have the honor to in-
form you that on Wednesday, the
12th instant, at 4 p.m., | received or-
dersto march downto Fisher'sLand-
ing, to oppose the landing of the en-
emy at that place, reported to bein
force with hisfleet down theriver.

| left New Berne, according
toorders, at 6.30 p.m., with my com-
mand, by railroad, and arrived at the
point designated at 8 o'clock that
night about 9 miles below the town.
At thetime | arrived there ws suffi-
cient moonlight to enable me to see

that the enemy in heavy force was
not far distant. | could distinctly hear
the music of his bands and even the
singing of hismen on thefleet. Mak-
ing Fisher's Landing my center, |
posted pickets on each side of the
landing, extending 3 miles from my
center. | posted the balance of my
regiment along the rifle pits and
breastworks guarding the landing,
holding one company in reserve at
the landing proper. During the night
a heavy rain set in, thoroughly
drenching my men, who were with-
out cover or shelter.

Early on the morning of the
13th the enemy commenced landing
in heavy force some 2 or 3 miles be-
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low my pickets. A company of cav-
alry and a regiment which | was
promised would support me did not
make their appearance; conse-
guently, having had ordersto oppose
the debarkation of the enemy at
Fisher'sLanding, | wasunableto pre-
vent him below. By this means the
Croatan breastworks fell into his
hands. During the landing of the en-
emy hisgunboats continued shelling
the woods.

At 10 am. he approached
Fisher's Landing with his boats,
throwing shell and canister as he
came, steaming sufficiently nigh to
hear the conversation of his men on
board. About this time Colonel



Campbell, of the Seventh Regiment,
my senior officer, made his appear-
ance on theground (not with hisregi-
ment, however), and, having care-
fully surveyed my position and the
force of theenemy, ordered metofall
back into the woods beyond reach of
the enemy's fire, which | did, with
my command in good order, by way
of Fisher's avenue. In retiring | had
3 of my men wounded by the
enemy's shells, one of whom has
since been reported dead.

After forming in the woods
near the railroad Colonel Campbell
ordered me to fall back on the Fort
Thompson intrenchments, where |
was ordered to take position on the
right of the Seventh Regiment North
Carolinatroops. Here, under aheavy
rain, we remained all night of the
13thinstant, without food, after hav-
ing been al the night previous ex-
posed to a continuous rain, nearly
three hours of the day exposed to the
enemy's fire, besides marching for
severa hours, having tasted no food
fromthe evening weleft New Berne.
Posted on my right was the Militia,
resting on the railroad by the brick-
yard, where the enemy afterward
made his strongest demonstration.

According to the disposition
made on the morning of the 14th in-
stant before the engagement took
place, my command was divided by
asection of Brem's battery and Cap-
tain Whitehurst's independent com-
pany separating my right wing from
my center and left wing. On my right
a space of about 40 yards interven-
ing [between] the Militiaand therail-
road was still left vacant; besides, a
trench that ran parallel with therail-
road of about 60 or 80 yardswas un-
occupied by our troops.

Inthiscondition of affairsthe
battle opened about 7.30 a.m. by the

firing of agunfrom the enemy'sfield
batteries planted in front of the old
county road, which fire was replied
to by Brench's and Latham's batter-
ies. Immediately the enemy opened
with musketry from the county road
abovereferredto, which wasreplied
to by my regiment, with othersto the
left. The enemy advanced twice upon
the breastworks occupied by me,
which advances were repelled each
time.

At 10 am. he appeared in
force on therailroad and on theright
of my position, and, the Militia hav-
ing retired and the trench above re-
ferred to being occupied by him in
force, as aso were the buildings in
thebrick-yard, | found my command
completely flanked.

At this time, however, my
second in command, without con-
sulting me, ordered four of my com-
panieson theright wing to fall back,
which | rallied and ordered back to
their post, which they immediately
did, and held it for some time. The
fire of the enemy becoming more
galling on my right flank, they again
retired, by command of my lieuten-
ant colonel, who, with one company
and portions of other companies at
my command, formed in rear of my
center.

Meantime | had dispatched
my adjutant to Colonel Campbell,
my commanding officer, to commu-
nicateto himthereal condition of my
regiment-exposed to theflanking fire
of the enemy. The colonel having ar-
rived and having surveyed my posi-
tion, and the section of Brem's bat-
tery near me having by this time
ceased to fire, he ordered me to re-
tirewith my command in thefollow-
ing words: "You had better take your
men out of that asquick aspossible”;
which order | immediately obeyed.
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In retiring, however, one of my of-
ficers and several of my men were
killed and some wounded. This cre-
ated somewhat of apanic, asthe en-
emy were firing upon us from the
railroad and brick-yard; but soon my
men rallied and retired in perfect or-
der till wereached that portion of the
railroad intersected by the county
road, where | formed the into line
ready to advance to meet the foe if
called upon.

Colonel Lane's regiment,
having arrived at thistime, relieved
me, and | fell back upon New Berne
by the railroad bridge.

| again formed my men at the
railroad depot, waiting for orders,
where Lieutenant-Colonel Barbour,
of the Thirty-seventh, having run
charge some fragments of his regi-
ment, informed me that the orders
wereto fall back by the Kinston road.
Thisl didin perfect order, until some
officerswho wereretiring with speed
along the road informed me that the
enemy's cavalry werein forcein the
rear. AT this juncture Company D,
of my regiment, volunteered to be-
come the rear guard of the entire
force. Colonel Leg, of the Thirty-sev-
enth, kindly volunteered to command
the rear guard, in order to permit me
to attend to the balance of my regi-
ment, who were jaded and broken
down by exposure, fasting, fighting,
and marching since the evening of
the 12th instant. My presence was
demanded with my regiment by the
fact that on the first alarm of the
enemy'scavalry beingin close prox-
imity my lieutenant-colonel deserted
his regiment and sought safety for
himself. The alarm proving falsethe
guard was dismissed, and | con-
ducted my regiment to Tuscarora,
where | joined portions of the
Twenty-seventh and Thirty-seventh



Regiments and fragments from the
other regimentsengaged in the affair
of the 14th instant, and took com-
mand until the arrival of General
Branch.

In conclusion | have only to
add that, with the exception above
referred to, al my officers and men
behaved well.

Specia praiseisdueto Com-

pany D, commanded by Captain
Lasater, for the alacrity with which
they volunteered to defend our re-
treating columns when the enemy's
cavalry was reported to be upon us.

| am indebted for efficient
servicesto Mgjor O. C. Pettway and
Adjt. Thomas J. Oates.

Casuadlties of the battle: One
officer, Lieutenant Hale, and 4 pri-

vates were killed, 11 privates
wounded, and 9 missing.

| have the honor to be, colo-
nel, respectfully, your obedient ser-
vant,

JAMES SINCLAIR,

Colonel, Commanding.

LT. COLONEL ROBERT F. HOKE

THIRTY-THIRD REGIMENT NORTH CAROLINA TROOPS

HDQRS. THIRTY-THIRD NORTH
CAROLINA REGIMENT,
Kinston, N. C., March 18, 1862.

SIR: In accordance with your orders
| respectfully submit the following
report concerning our orders re-
ceived from you and the action of our
regiment afterward:

After arriving near the breast-
works opposite Fort Thompson and
taking up camp on Thursday evening
(13th) wewere ordered by youtore-
main in that position for further or-
ders.

At daylight on the following
morning you in person ordered Colo-
nel Avery to takepositioninaline of
battle about 400 yards to the rear of
the brick-yards, with our right wing
resting upon the railroad, and were
to remain in that position for further
orders, we constituting the reserve;
and soon after we had formed our
regiment and had them to take off
their knapsacks, in order to be ready
to move with quickness to any point
we might be ordered, we were or-
dered to move forward about 100
yardsimmediately to therear of your
position, which in the opinion of the
field officers of our regiment was a
very exposed one and one well se-

lected, as from that point the move-
ments of the enemy could best be
seen. Shortly after we reached that
point an order was received from
you, through Colonel Robinson to
Colonel Avery, to send hisright wing,
in command of Lieutenant-Colonel
Hoke, composing five companies, to
occupy the intrenchments on the
right of the railroad. | immediately
faced the right wing to the right and
moved off at a double-quick, going
through the woods and down the ra-
vines, in order to protect the men as
much as possible, asaforward move-
ment down the railroad would have
greatly exposed the command.

| halted them in aravine, or-
dered four companies to lie down,
and intended to place them in the
works by company, as| could in that
way save the lives of many, as the
firing was hot at that point. After
placing Company A (Captain
Cowan) in position, and having re-
turned and was placing Captain
Parks' company in position, | re-
ceived an order from your to return
with the command. | immediately
faced Captain Parks company about,
and was returning with the four com-
panies, when | was met by Colonel
Avery and Mgor Lewiswith there-
maining five companies, which com-
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posed theleft wing, comingupinline
of battle and in fire order, and was
ordered by Colonel Avery to face
about and join him. | did so, and the
regiment moved up to the scene of
actioninfinestyle, Colonel Avery in
command of the center, | of theright
wing, and Major Lewis of the | eft.
Colonel Avery gavethe com-
mand to fire before we reached the
intrenchments, asthe enemy werefir-
ing upon usanwerei full force upon
thetop of the hill immediately across
the swamp. Our fire seemed to have
gredt effect, asthe enemy scampered.
Major Lewis then moved immedi-
ately to theright of therailroad with
several companies and engaged the
enemy from that time until after 12
o'clock. He behaved most gallantly;
was in the hottest part of the whole
battle-field. He repulsed the enemy
time and again, and twice charged
them with detachments of compa-
nies, and each time made them flee.
Our loss was greater at that
point than any other, as he had to
fight to his front, right, and left, but
still maintained hisposition, fighting
them against greater numbers. No
one could have behaved with more
coolness, bravery, and determination
than he, and he deserves the praise
of every true countryman for his ac-



tions. He reports his men as having
done their duty in every manner.

Colonel Avery was in com-
mand of the center, on top of the sec-
ond hill from the railroad, encour-
aging his men both by actions and
words. He was perfectly cool, and
never did man act better upon the
battle-field than he. Hisfirewasvery
destructive, and remarked that if he
had his regiment together he would
chargetherascasover thefalentim-
ber. He received a shot through the
top of his cap, and coolly remarked,
"Boys, they liked to have gotten me,"
but heeded it not, and went on cheer-
ing his men.

| was immediately at his
right, and finding the enemy were
getting in strong force upon our right
and were going to turn our right
flank, as there were no troops be-
tween our regiment and the left of
Colonel Vance'scompaniesupon the
right flank of thewholetroops, adis-
tance of aquarter of amile, | moved
quickly with Captain Parks com-
pany, which | had thrown in the
woodsin aravineasareserveto our
regiment, with Lieutenant Poteat ad-
jutant, who displayed great coolness
during the action, and finding the
enemy in great force did not expose
my weakness by firing, but sent a
messenger to Colonel Avery for an-
other company. Heimmediately sent
me Captain Kesler's company. | or-
dered the whole to fire, which did
great execution, as the enemy fell
and fled, but soon appeared again,
and again we drove them back, but
soon they again appeared in strong
force and engaged us, which contin-
ued until 12.30 o'clock. At 12.15
o'clock | saw the United States flag
flying upon one of our works, but
saw Colonel Avery still fighting, and
I, being very busily engaged with the

enemy, did not know that Colonel
Avery and Major Lewis had falen
back until I saw the enemy upon my
left with several regiments (which
force caused Colonel Avery and
Major Lewistofall back, astheir left
was completely turned and the en-
emy was getting to their rear), and
about 50 yardsto the rear of the po-
sition Colonel Avery had occupied.
| then saw for thefirst timewe were
driven back, and ordered the men
under my command to fall back, but
todo soinorder. Wewerehotly fired
at whenwefell back. | fell back some
distance and intended to fall back,
so kept on an intended to join my
regiment at the bridge, but found it
onfire, so hadto cross Bryce's Creek;
and on getting over learned our
troops had made no stand at New
Berne; continued theretreat to Tren-
ton, in connection with Colonel
Vance, who crossed the creek with
me, and learning at Trenton our
troops were making a stand at
Kinston, made a forced march, and
reached that point on Sunday morn-
ing about 10 o'clock, which made a
march of 50 milesin about thirty-six
hours.

Captain Engelhard, quarter-
master, Captain Gibson, commis-
sary, and our surgeons, Drs. Baker
and Shaffner, al did their duty very
well indeed. Dr. Shaffner was of
great assistance to me on the march.

Weentered thefield with 614
men, but lost in killed, wounded, and
missing 196. Among this number we
have reason to believe our loss in
killed and wounded is greater than
the number taken as prisoners. Our
brave colonel is aprisoner.

Captain Cowan, Company
A, wasfirst orderedinto thefight and
sustained a very heavy loss. His of-
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ficers acted most bravely, and Pri-
vate David Phifer is highly spoken
of for his bravery before he was
killed. He was killed while carrying
a message from Major Lewis to
Colonel Avery. Private Dolchite is
also spoken of inthe captain'sreport
for having thrown away hisclothing
in order to swim the creek and save
hisgun. Heisaboy of sixteen years
of age.

Captain Jenkins, Company
B, isreported, asalso hisofficersand
men, for having acted well in every
particular.

Captain Kesler, Company C,
and Lieutenant Corzine and men,
acted well. Lieutenant Patterson dis-
played fear. All the officersand men
behaved well except Captain Parker,
who left the scene of action too soon.

Captain Mclntyre, in the re-
treat, ordered his men to go home,
and Lieutenant Rayle did not report
himself at all the morning the regi-
ment left for the engagement. Ser-
geant Babb and Private Daniel Webb
are spoken of by Lieutenant Gatling
as having acted well.

Very respectfully, yours,

R. F. HOKE,

Lieutenant-Colondl.



MAJOR JOHN GILMER

TWENTY-SEVENTH REGIMENT NORTH CAROLINA TROOPS

KINSTON, N. C., March 16, 1862.

SIR: | most respectfully submit the
following report of the part bornein
the engagement of the 14th instant
at the breastworks adjoining Fort
Thompson, N. C., by the Twenty-
seventh Regiment North Carolina
troops, then under my command:

On the morning of the 13th,
pursuant to orders from your head-
guarters, | marched the Twenty-sev-
enth Regiment to the river bank,
about 100 yards above Fort Thomp-
son, arriving about an hour before
daybreak. Forming the regiment in
line of battle at that point | awaited
orders.

About 7 o'clock | received
orders to retire a short distance to-
ward theriver, to avoid any shot and
shell that might be thrown in the di-
rection of Fort Thompson. Theregi-
ment wasimmediately moved ashort
distance to the |eft and rear.

While in this position | re-
ceived ordersto march the regiment
to the breastworks and lineand same
on the left near Fort Thompson,
which was immediately done. The
regiment remained (covering the
breastworks, principally in onerank,
for the distance of 300 or 400 yards
from Fort Thompson) all theday and
night of the 13th; were aroused and
placed in position at theworkstwice
during the night. Numbers of shell
and shot were thrown from the gun-
boats of the enemy during the
evening of the 13th, most of which,
however, passed beyond the works.

On the morning of the 14th
the regiment was again placed in
position to await the approach of the

enemy, whom | supposed to be in
force in the woods in front of the
works. | was informed by Captain
Barden, whose company had been
sent out the evening before as a por-
tion of he picket guard, that the en-
emy was advancing on the country
road to our right.

About 6.30 or 7 am. thefire
of the enemy began beyond our right
and continued vigorously during the
entire engagement. Thefirewasim-
mediately returned by the artillery
stationed beyond the right of the
Twenty-seventh and continued un-
abated. | commanded the regiment
toretaintheir fireuntil orderedtofire
by me.

A short time after the firing
began on theright the bombardment
again began from the gunboats of the
enemy, directed principally toward
Fort Thompson and the portion of the
breastworks behind which the
Twenty-seventh was stationed. Thus
situated, the regiment manfully and
cheerfully sustained the shower of
shell and shot from the gunboats for
two and a half hours, during which
but 1 man waskilled and 3 stunned.

Between10and11am. | dis-
covered that thetroops stationed im-
mediately on theright of the Twenty-
seventh were falling back, which
movement | discovered was being
followed by two or three companies
of the Twenty-seventh, on the right.
I immediately hastened to my right
and ordered the two retreating com-
panies back to the trenches. | then
gave my entire command the order
tofireby file, designating at the same
time the direction in which | per-
celved the enemy advancing in great
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numbers.

| then hastened to meet you,
whom | perceived advancing along
thelinesto theleft. Youinformed me
that our right had been turned and |
must fall back. | then ordered the
regiment to retire, which was done
in tolerable order by most of the
companiesontheleft. | ordered those
companies which were together to
march through Camp Gatlin to the
railroad bridge, where the greater
part of the right assembled and
halted. | hastened then to the left,
beyond Camp Fisher, to find out
what were the plans of our troops,
supposing that a stand was to be
made at that point. Finding our forces
retreating, | returned to theright and
passed with them over the bridge to
the railroad depot, where the com-
panieswere again formed, agreeably
to orders| had received from the as-
sistant adjutant-general.

At the depot wewere ordered
to fall back still farther, when |
placed the regiment on the march
toward Kinston, under command of
my senior captain. | joined the regi-
ment again where the railroad is
crossed by the county road above
New Berne, and again joined them
at Tuscarora, whence | proceeded
with them to Kinston, partly on foot
and partly by means of the cars
which were sent back to take us up.

From the reports of the captains of
my command | obtained the follow-
ing particulars. There werein-

Killed. Wounded. Missing.

CompanyA 1 1



CompanyB 1 1
Company C 1 2

Company D 2 15
Company E 13 22
Company F, all present
Company G *31
Company H +9
Total 4851

*Slightly injured.
+Reported.

Company |.-The majority of this
company followed the captain to
Jones County.

Company K.-Two companies offic-
ers and all the company but 30 sup-
posed to be in Goldsborough. The
promptness and cheerfulness with
which the officers under my com-
mand obeyed every order and the
courage with which they took and
maintained every position assigned
them | cannot too favorably notice.
Intheretreat | discovered that afew
men in each company had either lost
or abandoned their guns and car-
tridge boxes.

Very respectfully,

J. A. GILMER, Jr.,

Major, Commanding Twenty-sev-
enth Regiment North Carolina
Troops.

Colonel CHARLESC. LEE,

Commanding --- Brigade, North
CarolinaTroops.

P. S-Itis, perhaps, proper for me to
add that about 30 of the Twenty-sev-
enth were detailed to operate
L atham's battery in conjunction with
Captain Latham'scompany. These 30
men were in the hottest of the en-
gagement, and several of them seri-
oudly injured but none killed.

COLONEL S. B. SPRUILL
NINETEENTH REGIMENT NORTH CAROLINA TROOPS

HDQRS. NINETEENTH REGI-
MENT N. C. STATE TROOPS,
Kinston, N. C., March -, 1862.

On Wednesday evening, the 12thin-
stant, | received information that the
enemy had madetheir appearancein
the river and to hold my command
in readiness to march at a moment's
warning.

On Thursday morning, 13th,
| received an order from General
Branch to report with my command
immediately to the general com-
manding at the crossing of the Beau-
fort road and railroad, which was
promptly obeyed. My command,
consisting of CompaniesD, E, F, H,
and K, proceeded down as far as
Colonel Vance's encampment, near
the intrenchments, and reported my-
self for duty. | then received orders
to fall back to aconvenient position,
which | occupied, between the Beau-
fort road and railroad.

About 2 p.m. | received a

verbal order to dismount two of my
companies that were best armed,
leaving a sufficient number of men
to guard the horses, and for them to
report to Colonel Vance, then on the
extreme right, which | obeyed, by
ordering Company A, commanded
by Captain Hays, and Company K,
commanded by Lieutenant William
A. Graham, jr., these companies be-
ing armed with rifles and carbines.
The other companies remained in
their same position until about 3 p.m.,
at which timethe enemy were throw-
ing their shells very near us, move
until wewent ashort distance beyond
the railroad. There we remained un-
til night, when the firing ceased.
During thetimel received an
order to send two companies to re-
port to Lieutenant-Colonel
Robinson, to act as vedettes for the
night, which | obeyed, by detailing
Company D, commanded by Captain
Strange, and Company H, Captain
Randolph. These companies were
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under the command of Major J. W.
Woodfin.

| then ordered Lieutenant
Haughton, of Captain Evans com-
pany, which had a short time before
joined us, to report to Colonel
Campbell, whose immediate com-
mand | was then under, and ask of
him permission to take my command
back to camp for the purpose of feed-
ing my horses. | received inreply to
exercisemy owndiscretion. Asl had
permission to do so, between 9 and
10 o'clock I ordered the remainder
of my command, consisting of two
companies, and Captain Evans com-
pany, commanded by Lieutenant
Evans, taking the horses of the dis-
mounted companies back to camp.

Next morning about 4 o'clock
| ordered the two companies to
mount, and take with them the horses
of the dismounted companies and
hold themselves in readiness to
march.

Before day | sent Captain



Cole's company to relieve the two
companies that had been on duty
during the night as vedettes. Thetwo
companiesrelieved returned to camp
about 4 a.m. | ordered the command-
ersof these two companies, together
with Company C, commanded by
Lieutenant Wynn, which had arrived
from Washington about 2 o'clock at
night, having made the march dur-
ing the day and part of the night, a
distance of 40 miles, to feed and rest
until they were ordered by meto re-
port for duty on the field.

When | arrived near the
intrenchments on the Beaufort road
| ordered ahalt. | then reported my-
self to Colonel Campbell, with my
command, for duty. He ordered me
to remain ready for duty. | immedi-
ately returned to my command, soon
after which the enemy's vessels
opened a heavy fire, at which timel
received orders to dismount the re-
mainder of my command and send
them to the right and report to Colo-
nel Vance. | immediately ordered
Captain Cole, Company F, and Cap-
tain Thomas, Company E, to dis-
mount, and Captain Thomas to take
command of the two companies,
which hedid, and marched off. Soon
after Major Woodfin arrived, and |
ordered him to proceed and take
charge of the two companies then
marching to the intrenchments,
which he promptly obeyed. | imme-
diately dispatched a courier to order
the three companies then in camp to
report to me at a point on the rail-
road for duty; but before reporting
to me | wasinformed that they were
ordered to retreat by Lieutenant-
Colonel Robinson.

While waiting | perceived
that the Militiawere giving way and
retreating. | immediately rode back
where the horses of my dismounted

men were held, and found many of
them mounted and being mounted by
the infantry. Captain Cole, most of
his command, and a portion of Cap-
tain Thomas command, succeededin
getting their horses, but Lieutenant
Graham'scommand was|eft onfoot,
except those that had charge of his
horses; also aportion of Captain Tho-
mas command, which retreated in
company with Colonel Vance'scom-
mand. | remained a short time, ex-
pecting Lieutenant Graham and Cap-
tain Thomasto come up, so astoin-
form them what had become of the
left of our works, | rode off and over-
took my command at Colonel Lee's
camp. | immediately proceeded to
the head of my command in order to
make them march over the bridge by
file, fearing that it might break down,
which | succeeded in doing in good
order, some having however passed
over before | arrived at the bridge.
After remaining on the east
side of the bridge until about half of
my command had passed over | or-
dered Mgjor Woodfin to remain un-
til they were all over. | then passed
over the bridge for the purpose of
forming my battalion on the other
side. After passing to the other side||
found Lieutenant Baker, who | or-
dered to assist me in forming it. He
then informed me that Lieutenant-
Colonel Robinson was there attend-
ing to the formation of the battalion.
After the whole of my com-
mand had passed over, excepting
Captain Hays, Company A, | ordered
Surgeon Smith to direct Lieutenant
Colonel Robinson to march the bat-
talion on the Kinston road a short
distance beyond New Berne, and
there halt it, and permit the wagons
to go on toward Kinston under the
directions of the general in com-
mand, when aboard of officers, com-
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posed of the colonels of different
regiments, was called, directing us
that if we were driven from the
intrenchments to fall back on New
Berne, which was the only order to
retreat | ever received up to that time.

While at the bridge, in com-
pany with Captain Strange and Lieu-
tenant Baker, of Company D, Magjor
Barringer rode up, and informed me
that hewas ordered by the command-
ing general to direct me to recross
the bridge and form my battalion to
cover theretreat of theinfantry. | told
him that | had ordered it to New
Berne, but informed him that | would
obey the order, and immediately rode
rapidly off in company with Major
Barringer to do so.

On arriving a New Berne |
found my battalion formed and
halted on the Kinston road and found
Major Woodfin in command. | in-
quired of him where Lieutenant-
Colonel Robinson was, and he in-
formed methat he had rodeinto New
Berne, upon which information we
both rode to the railroad. Upon ar-
riving there Major Gilmer gave the
order for al thetroopstoraly around
the depot. Major Boone then ordered
me to have all the cotton and naval
storesin New Berne burned. | asked
him by what authority he gave the
order. Hisreply wasthat it camefrom
headquarters. | then told him it
should be executed, and ordered
Major Woodfin to make a detail of
men to do so, which he promptly did,
and left my command for the purpose
of executing the same.

| remained with my com-
mand halted until the cars left the
depot and the enemy were shelling
the town, severa shells falling near
my battalion. | then ordered aretrezt,
which was continued until some one
intherear gavethe order to " Gallop,



march." The men then became some-
what excited. | sent back to ascertain
who gave the order, but could not
find out who gaveit, but immediately
heard that the enemy were pursuing
us with 700 cavalry. Captain
Randolph rode up to me and in-
formed methat he had heard that we
were pursued with cavalry, and asked
meif | did not intend making astand.
| replied that | did intend doing so,
and sent him on ahead for the pur-
pose of selecting a suitable place. |
was informed there was a bridge
some 2 miles ahead, at which place
we halted with the intention of giv-
ing them battle. Lieutenant-Colonel
Robinson then rode up where | was,
and | directed him to take his posi-
tion in the battalion and assist me, as
| intended making a stand to resist
the 700 cavary that | understood was
in pursuit. He replied that he did not
believethat therewasany cavalry in

pursuit. He replied that he did not
believethat therewasany cavalry in
pursuit, and that he was ordered to
Goldsborough, or had to go to
Goldsborough to see General Gatlin.
| then told himif he had to go, to go
along. He then said to me that | had
better form arear guard to cover the
retreat and take command of it my-
self, and that he should report to Gen-
eral Gatlinthat | had done so. Hethen
left. 1 then ordered 20 men to the
bridge and rode along the line and
cautioned my men to be cool.
During our halt at the bridge
Captain Hays came up with hiscom-
mand, and | invited the captains and
lieutenantsin command of the com-
panies, with Colonel Crossan, to hold
a consultation, and their conclusion
was that it would be better for us to
proceed on to Kinston that night, for
fear of theenemy coming up theriver
and burning the bridge at Kinston,

thereby cutting off our retreat. | then
ordered Captain Hays to take com-
mand of the rear guard and | took
command of the front myself. We
continued our retreat to Kinston, ar-
riving there between 11 and 12
o'clock at night.

All the officers under my
command, so far as| could discover,
obeyed my orders promptly and
acted with cool ness.

| have submitted one report
showing the loss of my horses and
baggage. Sincethat time| succeeded
in recovering severa of my horses
that were missing.

All of which is respectfully submit-
ted.

S. B. SPRUILL,

Colonel Nineteenth Regiment North
Carolina State Troops.

COLONEL ZEBULON B. VANCE
TWENTY-SIXTH REGIMENT NORTH CAROLINA TROOPS

HDQRS. TWENTY-SIXTH Regi-
ment NORTH CAROLINA VOLS,,
Kinston, N. C., March 17, 1862.

GENERAL: | have the honor to re-
port, in accordance with military us-
age, the share of my command in the
operations of last Friday. While in
temporary command of the post of
New Berne, on Thursday, my regi-
ment was ordered to Croatan works,
under command of Lieutenant-Colo-
nel Burgwyn, to assist Colonel
Sinclair'sregiment should the enemy
land below those works.

Learning soon after that
Colonel Campbell was at this post, |
instantly transferred to him my tem-
porary command and proceeded to

Croatan to assume command of my
regiment. When near there | met
Colonel Sinclair retreating, who in-
formed methat the enemy wereland-
ing inforce at Fisher's Landing, and
nearer still to the works | met Colo-
nel Campbell, who had just ordered
my regiment to take the cars and re-
turn to Fort Thompson. Before my
return they had been posted by Lieu-
tenant-Colonel Burgwynintheseries
of redans constructed by me, on the
right of the railroad, in the rear of
Bullen's Branch, extending from the
railroad to the swamp, about 500
yardsfromtheroad, by Weathersby's.

At thisroad, as you will re-
member, | had constructed the night
before abreastwork commanding the

passage of the swamp, with the as-
sistance of Mr. --- Hawks, a gentle-
man whose skill in engineering, un-
tiring energy, and zeal | take plea-
surein noticing favorably; and there
was placed a section of Captain
Brem'sartillery, lieutenant Williams
commanding, and Captain McRage's
company of infantry, with a portion
of the companies of Captains Hays
and Thomas, Second North Carolina
Cavalry, dismounted.

About 2 o'clock Friday morn-
ing, in compliance with orders re-
ceived, | pushed companiesB, E, and
K of my right wing across the small
swamp alluded to, so asto make my
extreme right rest on the battery at
the Weathersby road.



Thiswasour position on Fri-
day morning, which remained un-
changed during the day, except that
two companies of the Thirty-third
Regiment, under Lieutenant-Col onel
Hoke, came to my assistance about
9 o'clock, which were placed in the
redans vacated by my right compa-
nies which were thrown beyond the
swamp. You will perceive that my
forces covered almost as much
ground as all the rest of our troops
together. Taking my own position
near the center, alittle nearer to the
right, under Lieutenant-Colonel
Burgwyn, about whose position |
was considerably uneasy, owing to
the unfinished state of our works
there, | placed theleft under the com-
mand of Major Carmichael and
awaited the engagement. It began on
my left wing about 7.50 o'clock, ex-
tending toward my right by degrees
until about 8.30 o'clock, when all the
troopsin my command were engaged
so far asthe swamp referred to. The
severest fighting was on my extreme
|eft, the enemy advancing under shel-
ter of thewoodsto within easy range
of our lines. Whenever they left the
woods and entered among the fallen
timber of the swampinour front they
weredriven back in confusion by the
most deadly and well-directed fire
from our lines who, with the grates
coolness, watched for their appear-
ance.

The fight was kept up until
about 12 o'clock, when information
was brought to me by Captain J. T.
Young, my quartermaster, who
barely escaped with lifein getting to
me, that theenemy in great force had
turned my left by the railroad track
of Woods' brick-yard, had pillaged
my camp, were firing in reverse on
my left wing, and were severa hun-
dred yards up the railroad between

me and New Berne; aso that all the
troops on the field were in full re-
treat, except my command. This be-
ing so, there was no alternative |eft
me but to order an immediate retreat
or be completely surrounded by an
overwhelming force. Without hesi-
tation | gave the order. My men
jumped out of the trenches, rallied,
and formed in the woods without
panic or confusion, and, having first
sent a messenger with an order to
Lieutenant-Colonel Burgwyn to fol-
low with the forces on the right, we
struck acrossthe Weathersby road for
Bryce's Creek, with the intention of
getting into the Pollocksville road.
On arriving at the creek we found
only one small boat, capable of car-
rying only three men, in which to
passover. The creek hereistoo deep
tofor and about 75 yardswide. Some
plunged in and swam over, and,
swimming over myself, | rode down
to Captain Whitford's house, on the
Trent, and through the kindness of
Mr. Kit Foy, acitizen, procured three
more small boats, carrying one on
our shoulders from the Trent, with
which we hurried up to the crossing.
In the mean time Lieutenant-Colo-
nel Burgwyn arrived with the forces
of the right wing in excellent condi-
tion, and assisted me with the great-
est coolness and efficiency in getting
the troops across, which after four
fours of hard labor and the greatest
anxiety we succeeded indoing. Lieu-
tenant-Colonel Burgwyn saw thelast
man over before he entered the boat.
| regret to say that three men were
drowned in crossing.

| must here mention favor-
ably the good conduct of the troops
under these trying circumstances, a
large Yankee force being drawn up
in view of our scouts about 1 mile
away and their skirmishers appear

ing just as the rear got over.

Musician B. F. Johnson,
Company B, deserves particular
mention for hisexertions, having fer-
ried over the greater portion of the
road for Trenton. We marched night
and day stopping at no time for rest
or sleep more than four hours.

We arrived at this place
safely at noon on the 16th. The loy-
alty and hospitality of the citizens
greatly facilitated our march, furnish-
ing us cheerfully with provisions,
wagons, shelter, and guides.

| regret to say that many of
our men, despairing of the boats at
the creek and determined not to be
taken, threw away their gunsto swim
over; a serious loss to our Govern-
ment, but scarcely blamable under
the circumstances.

This concludes the narration
of the principal matters connected
with my command during the en-
gagement and retreat. The number of
my killed and wounded has not yet
been ascertained. Our baggage, of
course, was lost, but our sick were
safely brought away.

It remainsfor meto speak of
the noble dead weleft upon thefield.
Major A. B. Carmichael fell about 11
am., by a shot through the head,
while gallantly holding his post on
the left under a most galling fire. A
braver, nobler soldier never fell on
field of battle. Generous and open-
hearted as he was brave and chival-
rous, he was endeared to the whole
regiment. Honored be his memory.
Soon after Captain W. P. Martin, of
Company H, also fell near the regi-
mental colors. Highly respected asa
man, brave and determined as a sol-
dier, he was equally regretted by his
command and all who knew him. The
Twenty-sixth Regiment are justly
proud of their gloriousfall. The fate



of Captain Rand, of Company D, is
yet unknown. When | ast seen hewas
amost surrounded by alarge force;
but, disdaining to fly or surrender, he
was fighting desperately with Lieu-
tenant Vinson and alarge portion of
his company, who refused to leave
him. Lieutenant Porter, of Company
A, was also left behind wounded.
Captain A. N. McMillan was badly
wounded, but got away safely. Inre-
gard to the behavior of my regiment
generally, | am scarcely willing to
mention particular instances of gal-
lantry where all did their duty. Ob-
serving a large portion of the regi-

ment myself, and making diligent
inquiry astotherest, | could learn of
but one manin all my command who
remembered that he had legs until
after the command to retreat was
given. They were the last of our
troops to leave the field.

| cannot conclude this report
without mentioning in terms of the
highest praise the spirit of determi-
nation and power of endurance
evinced by the troops during the
hardships and sufferings of our
march. Drenched withrain, blistered
feet, without sleep, many sick and
wounded, and almost naked, they

toiled on through the day and all the
weary watches of the night without
murmuring, cheerfully and with sub-
ordination, evincing most thoroughly
those high qualities in adversity
which military men learn to value
still more than courage upon the
field.

| have the honor to be, most respect-
fully, your obedient servant,

Z.B.VANCE,

Colonel, Commanding Twenty-sixth
North CarolinaVols.

COLONEL H.J.B. CLARK
SPECIAL BATTALION NORTH CAROLINA MILITIA

HDQRS. NORTH CAROLINA M-
LITIA, SPECIAL BATTALION,
Kinston, N. C., March 17, 1862.

SIR: In compliance with your in-
structions, received at New Berne 9
p.m. March 13, to report to Colonel
Campbell at hisheadquarters, at Fort
Thompson breastworks, | respect-
fully report that | repaired forthwith
to that place, accompanied by Mg or
Joseph N. Jones, but did not find
Colonel Campbell.

Major Jones called at Colo-
nel Vance'sencampment and wasin-
formed there that Colonel Campbell
had gone in the direction of New
Berne.

Proceeding thence to New
Berne, by way of Colonel Le€e's en-
campment, went to Colonel
Campbell's encampment, and re-
ported, in his absence, to Lieutenant
Colonel E. G. Haywood, who di-
rected me to report for duty at the
depot of theAtlantic and North Caro-
lina Railroad in New Berne on the
following day, 5 am. The company

was promptly reported and left New
Berne at 8 am., and arriving at the
breastworks was assigned position.

On the following morning,
March 14, my command was placed
in line of battle, numbering 264,20
having been detailed for hospital
duty and 45to aid Lieutenant Hawks
in mounting cannon on the right of
the breastworks. These last were
forced from theworksby the enemy's
sharpshooters and came to the ranks
after the action commenced.

As soon as the firing com-
menced the ground in front of me
was so obscured by smoke that |
could see but a short distance, and
asfiring had commenced on my |eft
with guns of longer range, as soon
as | thought the enemy within reach
of my guns commenced the fire by
file, which order was promptly
obeyed with coolness and determi-
nation. After firing three rounds |
commanded the fire to cease. Soon
after the smoke cleared away and the
enemy were plainly seen drawn up
inforce on our right, and acompany
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of sharpshooters commenced pour-
ing afireinto our rear, doing consid-
erable execution and causing confu-
sioninmy ranks, but an order torally
and take position was promptly
obeyed, and camnessrestored by the
assurance that you would soon send
re-enforcements; but the fire was
continued on us and with redoubled
energy, while they (the enemy)
crossed therailroad, took possession
of therifle pitson our right and rear,
and planted the Stars and Stripes.

Previous to this, however,
they had fire upon a reconnoitering
party | sentinthat direction and upon
the quartermaster and teamsters| had
sent to recover the ammunition.

| at once time intended to
leave the breastworks and charge
upon the enemy, and for this purpose
caused bayonets to be fixed; but
when | saw the sharpshooters were
supported by so large a force of the
enemy, concluded that such attempt
would result in great loss of life to
my command without being able to
effect corresponding good to our
cause, and just as Colonel Vance



poured hisfirst fireinto theenemy, a
panic seized my command and part
of them broke ranks.

Believingitimpossibletore-
form under the fire of these sharp-
shootersat thismoment of confusion
| commanded a retreat in order,
which was succeeded by astampede
of most of command. Assoon asthey
had reached asmall brush-wood, per-
haps 60 yards distant, | ordered a
raly and reformation of the line, in
which | was promptly aided by ev-
ery officer present to my view and
for the moment thought | should suc-
ceed, but the cry was made that the
regulars had retreated; the panic was
renewed and increased and my influ-
ence as a commander gone.

A few, perhaps20inall, with
their officers, rallied and volunteered
to return and obey my orders; but be-

lieving it would involve a sacrifice
of life to them, being untutored, as
wewere, intheart of war, | declined
to do so, and in my efforts to rally
othersto join them became separated
from these.

In the retreat | joined you at
therailroad crossing, when you pro-
posed to rally and cover the retreat.
There| rallied asquad of the Athens
Guards and Cow Creek Volunteers,
with most of their officers; but soon
the retreating column came on and
thisjoined with them.

Leaving you there | went, to-
gether with Adjutant Roberts and
Lieutenant Mitchell, to burn thetents
at Colonel Lee'sencampment. From
this point we went to Trent
(Clairmont) Bridge and found Ma
jor Hall making an effort toreforma
regiment, and at his request took po-

sition on the bridge, to prevent sol-
diers passing, and remained there
until an officer, said to be Lieuten-
ant Burrows, took charge. At the
close of the day | parted with you at
Tuscarora, having received ordersto
rally my command and report at this
place.

| have made as accurate re-
port to Colonel Campbell of the num-
ber of my command in action, of the
number killed, wounded, and miss-
ing, as| could gather from the com-
manders of companies. Itisbelieved
there were certainly 4 killed and 15
wounded, and there are many miss-

ing.
Respectfully,

H.J. B. CLARK,
Colonel, Commanding.

LIEUTENANT J.L. HAUGHTON
MACON MOUNTED GUARD

KINSTON, N. C., March 16, 1862.

According to ordersfrom Brigadier-
General Branch | |eft the Thompson
breastworks at 8.30 p.m. on the 13th
instant with 10 of my men and pro-
ceeded to Evans Mill to establish a
picket guard, which | did, but did not
see anything worth reporting.

The next morning alittle be-
fore day I, with my men, proceeded
to the bridge ontheroad leading from
Captain Evans to Croatan Battery. At
light we commenced cutting it away,
and after clearing it | then sent my
men some 300 yards in a bottom. |
then set fire to the abutment of the
bridge and all the plank that would
have been of serviceto the enemy.

All the while | was cutting
and burning their picketswerefiring

upon us at agreat rate. | encouraged
my men all | could, so they stood
until I sent them off. After seeing the
last of the bridge | then made an at-
tempt to rejoin my company, but was
cut off by their picket. | attempted
the second time by a new route, but
met with likefate. | then madeathird
trial, and after going for more than a
mile | came across a negro, belong-
ingto Dr. Curtis, of New Berne, who
was trying to make his escape from
the enemy, as he was tired of living
with them. | stopped to ask him some
questions, and he told me not to go
any farther or else| should be taken.
| then countermarched my men, and
asthey turned ballsfell around us as
fast as hailstones. We retired in per-
fect order. | had not gone far before
we found ourselves surrounded. My
only chancethen wasto charge upon
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their pickets. It happened just at that
time the firing had ceased at the bat-
tery, and the picket supposing that we
were cavalry in pursuit of them, so
they ran from usfaster than we from
them. | then made my escapethrough
Trenton, reaching Kinston at sunup
Sunday morning completely ex-
hausted, both men and horses.

Very respectfully submitted.
J. L. HAUGHTON,

Second Lieutenant Macon Mounted
Guards.

Captain P. G. EVANS,

Kinston, N. C.



THE BLOOD BEGINS
TO FLOW

AN ADDRESS UPON THE OCCASION OF THE DEDICATION
AND UNVEILING OF THE REGIMENTAL MONUMENT FORTHE
26TH NORTH CAROLINA AT THE NEW BERN, NC BATTLEFIELD

SATURDAY, MARCH 10TH, 2007

Jeff. H. Stepp

If, as we are taught, God was looking
down upon hiscreation on March 14th,
1862 surely his attention must have
been drawn here to this once tranquil
landscape of eastern North Carolina -
once a part of the United States of
America, as it would be again, but it
now was a part of the Confederate
States of America. Surely the Almighty
had heard both the caths and the prayers
offered up for days from the throats of
thousands anticipating and preparing
for the struggle to control the old colo-
nial capitol of North Carolina. Perhaps
to show hisdispleasure and sorrow, the
weather had been most immoderate
with heavy rains occurring over the
prior 14 hours.

Therain had only increased the
anxiety and suffering of the all too mor-
tal men of both sides of thisissue. The
eleven thousand man Union force un-
der the command of General Ambrose
E. Burnside, which had disembarked
fromitsnaval transports 17 miles south
at Slocum’ s Creek the day before, had
slogged itsway through the muddy and
knee deep Carolina clay during its ap-
proach to the city. One Yankee wit
wrote a play on familiar verse to de-

scribethe misery of the night beforethe
battle:

"Now | lay me down to Sleep

In mud that's fathoms deep;

If I’'m not here when you wake,

Just hunt me up with an oyster rake."

The four thousand man Confederate
forceunder General Lawrence O'Bryan
Branch faired little better. Under orders
to light no fires, lest their position be
reveal ed to the enemy, they found little
rest or solace as the US Navy's gun-
boats had steamed upriver and shelled
the position of the Confederates dur-
ing the evening and night of the 13th.
Whiledoing them little actual harm, the
naval bombardment, nonethel ess, must
have proven nerve wracking.
Constituting nearly one fourth
of Branch's defending force; the 26th
Regiment North Carolina Troops occu-
pied the defensive works near here on
the right of the Confederate line. Like
their brother regiments, the 26th had
come to the ultimate moment of truth
for soldiers. With intense anticipation
they awaited their first pitched battle.
The gap between their expectationsand
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the actuality of war would now be
tested and every man of them pondered
about his ability to stand up to theim-
pending trial. Spread out aong a line
redans and rifle pits extending about
one and a quarter mile from just west
of the railroad eastward to the
Weathersby Road, Colonel Zebulon
Baird Vance of the 26th North Caro-
linahad been entrusted by Gen. Branch
with the over-all command of the right
wing of the defending force. The sec-
tor Vance was to be responsible for,
however, had a serious flaw for in or-
der to take advantage of more favor-
ableterrain behind Bullen's Branch, the
lineto theright of therailroad waslaid
out 150 yards behind that situated on
the left of it. This caused a dangerous
gap calculated to be a tempting point
of attack for any aggressive enemy
force. The portion of the 26th North
Carolinas line located closest to this
gap was under the command of the
regiment's 32 year old Major, Abner
Bynum Carmichael, and was composed
of Company A - The Jeff Davis Moun-
tain Rifles from Ashe County, Com-
pany D - The Wake Guards and Com-
pany G - The Chatham Boys. Mg.






Carmichael, the former clerk of Court
of Wilkes County, wasafavoriteamong
the officers and men of the regiment.
In the days before the battle a young
lady in New Bern had fashioned for him
a small Confederate flag with the re-
quest that it be worn by him in battle.
The soldiersof both sidesarose
from the soggy ground the morning of
the 14th to be enveloped in afoggy and
what one described as "weird and
mournful surrounding.” The menwere
soon called to arms, took their posi-
tions, and peered intently into the fog
for the approach of the enemy. The
Lieutenant Colonel of the regiment, 20
year old Henry King Burgwyn, then ad-
dressed the men of the 26th thudly:

"Soldiers! Theenemy isbeforeyou and
you will soon be in combat. You have
the reputation of being one of the best
drilled regimentsin the service. Now |
wish you to prove yourselvesone of the
best fighting. Men, stand by me and |
will by you."

Slightly after seven o'clock a party of
mounted Federal swas observed recon-
noitering the Confederate lines. Lieu-
tenant Woodbury Wheeler of Latham's
North Carolina battery sighted his
Parrott gun toward this force and at
about 7:30 am leaned with backward
pressure against the taut lanyard and
with a deep boom the battle com-
menced in earnest.

Hearing the shot, Major
Carmichael may have then affixed the
small flag given him by his sweetheart
to a short staff and placed it in his hat
no doubt to further inspire hismen and
to keep faith with the young lady's re-
quest of him. Through the fog the men
of the 26th began to make out the steady
advance of the 21st M assachusetts Vol -
unteerscladintheir distinctive sky blue
great coats. It soon became obviousthat
the Federals were aiming right toward
the vulnerable gap on theleft of the 26th
North Carolina. Gen Branch, having

somewhat belatedly appreciated the
weakness created in the center of his
line, deployed Clark's Special Battal-
ion NC Militia and a section of artil-
lery at Wood's brickyard to cover the
endangered area. The militia battalion
had only been in service for several
weeks and were perhaps the least
trained and worst armed unit under his
command. Worse yet, asthe Yanksrap-
idly approached the two 24 pounder
artillery pieceswere not yet manned or
emplaced by their crews.

Hearing the roar of battle far-
ther to the left of his lines toward the
river and now seeing the impending
danger to hiscenter, Branch called forth
his only reserve, the 33rd Regiment
North Carolina Troops under Burke
County native, Clarke Mouton Avery.
Before the 33rd could arrive the 21st
Massachusetts charged in amongst the
artillery at the brick kiln and captured
the guns. The Bay Staters now found
themselves under fire from two direc-
tions asthe left wing of the 26th under
Maj. Carmichael opened on them from
their left front and the militia battalion
and approaching 33rd North Carolina
commenced firing on them directly
from their front. Five companies of the
33rd NC took position in the works to
support the left of the 26th NC which
was by then the location of the hottest
fighting. Embolden by their capture of
the artillery, the 21st Massachusetts
charged the militiabattalion. The green
militia proved no match for the victors
of Roanoke Island and they hastily re-
treated. To their credit, however, their
Colonel rallied the militiamen and was
about to order a counterattack with
bayonets when at this critical juncture
the action on the left of the Confeder-
ate line, which had thus far gone well
with the repulse of several Union at-
tacks, rapidly, deteriorated. The sudden
rupture of the center of the Confeder-
ate line southeast of here exposed the
flank of the 35th Regiment North Caro-
linaTroops next in line east of therail-
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road. Ordered to retreat ashort distance
and reform, the 35th NC proved too
shaken to do so and streamed through
thereforming militiabattalion carrying
them away aswell intheir panic. Inthe
meantime a portion of the 7th North
Carolina State Troops and the remain-
der of the 33rd North Carolina sup-
ported by fire from the 26th finally re-
pulsed the Yanksfrom the point of their
foothold at the Confederate center. That
success proves all too brief as soon the
Federalsrenewed their efforts with the
additional weight of the 4th Rhode Is-
land and 8th Connecticut regiments.
Near 11:00 am and observing this re-
newed advance by the reinforced en-
emy, Major Carmichael was consulting
with Colonel Avery about how to best
meet the latest threat. While so engaged
inthisconversation abullet entered the
mouth of Carmichael and passed out the
back of his neck. His death must have
been instantaneous. The men of the
26th were stunned. Captain Oscar Rand
of Company D, who was near the Ma-
jor when hewas struck down, wrote af -
terwards, "A feeling of bitter grief ran
through thetrenchesasheféll, for there
was not a man in the 26th Regiment
who was not devotedly attached to
him." Rand further speculated that the
flag in Carmichael's hat may have at-
tracted the fatal shot. The combination
of thisadvancein conjunction with that
of Union unitscloser to theriver proved
too much for the thinned Confederate
line to hold back now. Once more the
center of the Confederate linewasbro-
ken and the left of the line being at-
tacked by land and bombarded by US
Navy vesselsfrom theriver completely
gives way.

For four long hoursNew Bern's
Confederate defenders had gamely re-
sisted almost three times their own
numbers. General Branch, having no
further reservesto bolster hisbreaking
center and left ordered aretreat across
the river into New Bern. He sends two
couriersto the 26th and 33rd NC to in-



form them to fall back but neither of
the couriers reaches the two regiments
which still maintain their positions un-
aware of the collapse of thelineto their
left. The most obstinate fighting of the
day has occurred in the sector held by
the 33rd and the left wing of the 26th
and they continued to fight on gradu-
ally grudgingly giving ground before
being eventually cut off from the re-
mainder of the Confederateforceswho
have fallen back into New Bern burn-
ing the river bridge behind them. Fi-
nally, the 26th North Carolina, the last
to give up thefight, fell back eastward
toward Bryce's Creek a body of water
75 yardswide and unfordable. With no
boats at hand to ferry the men across,
the situation seemed bleak indeed. Dur-
ing atense and what must have seemed
lengthy search for boats to get them
across, the efforts of Colonel Vanceand
others produced 3 or 4 small vessels.
Having maintained strict discipline dur-
ing the wait, Lieutenant Colonel
Burgwyn’s calm demeanor while over-
seeing the embarkation of the survivors
brought order to the men. Burgwynwas
among thelast to cross, when by virtue
of hisrank he could have been among
the first to reach the safety of the far
shore. For this act the men of the 26th
would forever remember him and his
selflessness on their behalf.

Of the 578 total casualties the
Confederate forces suffered at New
Bern, 381 or 67% of that total were sus-
tained by the 26th and 33rd Regiments.
After a 36 hour forced march to
Kinston, NC the 26th North Carolina
was reunited with the remnants of Gen-
eral Branch's command. They arrived
there with only that which was on their
backs as their camp equipage; spare
clothing and many arms had been cap-
turedin their campsby the enemy when
the regiment had been cut off from the
balance of the Confederate forces.

While at Kinston, the officers
and men of the 26th could rest and re-
flect upon their performance in their

first battle. Their commanding general,
Lawrence O'Bryan Branch would write
of them, "No troops could have be-
haved better than the 26th. . ." Colonel
Vance, who would soon resign to be-
come North Carolinas governor wrote
feelingly of the death of Major
Carmichael and concluded his after
action report by stating, "I am scarcely
willing to mention particul ar instances
of gallantry where all did their duty.
They werethelast of our troopstoleave
the field." Even their enemies paid
grudging praise as Lieutenant Colonel
Williams S. Clark, commander of the
21st Massachusetts, would comment in
his report, "General Reno, being now
obliged to devote his attention to the
enemy in front of his brigade, ordered
theleft wing of the 21st to continuefir-
ing upon the rebel infantry in the first
two redans, with whom they were al-
ready engaged. Those rebels consisted
of the 33rd and the 26th North Caro-
linaregiments, and werethe best armed
and fought the most gallantly of any of
the enemy's forces. They kept up an
incessant firefor three hoursuntil their
ammunition was exhausted and the re-
mainder of the enemy forces had re-
treated.”

The 26th received great praise
in the state's newspapersfor its conduct
at New Bern and the regiment would
go on to win many future honors and
sustain far moregrievouslosses. Infact,
at the conclusion of their baptism of fire
here and the grueling ordeal of their re-
treat to Kinston they could not possi-
bly imagine the future sacrifices they
would be called upon to endure. Less
than ayear and a half later on adistant
field at Gettysburg, Pennsylvania the
26th North Carolina would lose, July
1st through 4th, 1863, through killed,
wounded and captured 743 officersand
men out of the dightly less than 900
men it had took into action. That ap-
palling event amounted to the highest
numerical loss of any regiment, North
or South, during the entire course of the
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war. Less could they imagine the ulti-
mate defeat of their cause, but evenin
defeat the old 26th remained true and
when General Lee surrendered the
Army of Northern Virginia at
Appomattox in April of 1865 the regi-
ment surrendered the second largest
number of muskets of any North Caro-
lina unit then with the army.

But for the 26th North Caro-
lina those horrors would lay in the fu-
ture, for it was here where the blood
begins to flow. Today, we pay tribute
to those brave and stalwart men who
called the 26th North Carolina their
regiment and reaffirm to ourselves and
to the citizens of North Carolina that
preserving their legacy of duty, honor
and love of home and country are not
mere hollow words but concepts yet
worthy for us to hold dear and emu-
late.

North Carolinawould raise 84
regiments and anumber of independent
battalions and companies, about
120,000 men, al told, for the Southern
causeand lost nearly 40,000 of her sons
in that struggle. The story of any one
of those Tarheel unitswould beaprivi-
legetorelatefor all, soldier and citizen
alike, gave and suffered so much. Al-
though their memory has at times been
betrayed by aworld of intolerance, mis-
understanding and political correctness
- today, as you can see by those around
you, faithful hearts remain to defend a
record that death and time have not con-
quered.

Today, many of our friendsand
family also struggle upon fields of strife
far from home in the Mid East. May
God protect and comfort them and may
He assure there ever will be those un-
ashamed to hold dear that remarkable
generation of Southernerswe memori-
alize today.



WHERE THE STRONG
GROW GREAT

REMARKS BY THE HONORABLE JAMES H. EDWARDS
NEW BERN NC MARCH 10, 2007

The Honorable James H. Edwards

Ladies & Gentlemen, Distinguished
Guests:

Allow me to thank you for inviting me
to take part in these proceedings today
and to expressmy personal appreciation
to you for what you have accomplished
here. For all my 80 years| have had the
privilege of calling North Carolina my
home. In my youth men who had worn
the gray still walked the earth and told
fascinating tales to little boys such as
myself. Stories of a number of my own
ancestors who served in the war have
been passed down, particularly one
whom | will especially remember today,
Louis J.B. Edwards of nearby Pitt
County who served asthe 2nd Corporal
in Company | of the 44th North Caro-
lina Regiment and who gave his own
life in defense of North Carolina in
Beaufort County at the Battle of
Tranter’s Creek seven weeks after the
fight here at New Bern.

Given our current times where
it seemsall more common to tear down
heroes, today we remember them and
have brought forth a visible tribute to
those virtues of courage, sacrifice and
suffering which rightly entitle them to
be worthy of our everlasting remem-
brance.

Those men, of course, to whom
we pay tribute today, would have shrank

from the praise we offer them for they
saw their actionsto be merely that which
was expected of them and nothing more.
In this, the first battle of the war for
many, most certainly worried whether
they could stand the inevitable fear and
strain found within all men before go-
ing into battle. Not wishing to fail their
fellow comrades in the ranks, many of
whom were friends, and family from
back home; most would indeed meet
that test and not only did their duty here
but also again and again on far more
bloody and distant fields that lay in the
future as yet unknown to them before
thisterrible war would cometo aclose.
But then, these were strong men, sup-
ported at home by equally courageous
and strong womenfolk who had sent
them away with smilesmixed withtears
and a burning hope for their return.

Their native State, North Caro-
lina, had nurtured these men and women
in atradition of independence and sac-
rifice from the days of the revolution
from England to that present time and
they did not suffer for examplesto fol-
low. For the Old North State had proven
a breeding ground for heroes great and
small and it was this, their home and
native soil, for which they wereto fight
for today and die if need be.

Both at governmental and so-
cial occasionswhilel served intheleg-

36

islature, we would often offer up North
Carolinas Officia Toast, thefirst stanza
of which speaks to these very feelings
toward our beloved home and in con-
clusion | wish to extend that toast to
those of you here today who have
worked so long and hard to bring forth
this tribute to the 26th North Carolina
aswdll | offer ittothosewho once stood
here on that brisk March morning in
1862 with their thoughts of loved ones
at home and duty faithfully to be per-
formed:

"Here'sto the land of thelong leaf pine
The summer land where the son doth
shine

Where the weak grow strong and the
strong grow great

Here's to Down Home, The Old North
State!"

These young men of the 26th Regiment
who stood and fell heredid so at the call
of North Carolina and to her they
pledged their fortunes and lives. May
God continue to bless their memories
and the noble works of those, such as
yourselves, who keep their legacy safe.
Let usall renew here again our willing-
ness to answer North Carolinascall in
time of need.

Thank You. . .
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DEDICATION CEREMONY OF THE 26TH NC MONUMENT
NEW BERN BATTLEFIELD
SATURDAY, MARCH 10, 2007

Musical Prelude

Welcome

Invocation
God Save the South

The Star-Spangled Banner
Posting of the Colors

Introduction of Special Guests
ChairmanOs Remarks

PresidentOs Message

Guilderoy (Daniel Steele, ca. 1815)

Remarks

26th Regiment Quick Step*

Introduction of Speaker

11:00 A.M.

26th N.C. Field Music &

26th N.C. Regt. Band
Colonel L.W. Smith, Jr., 26th N.C.

Chaplain Jason Constantine, 26th N.C.
26th N.C. Regt. Band

26th N.C. Regt. Band
26th N.C. Color Guard
Colondl L.W. Smith, Jr.

Pvt. W. Mark Mangum, 26th N.C
Chairman of the Battlefield Committee
New Bern Historical Society

Mr. Ken McCotter
President, Board of Directors
New Bern Historical Society

26th NC Field Music

Mrs. Alice Underhill
N.C. State Representative

26th N.C. Regt. Band

Colondl L.W. Smith, Jr.



OThe Blood Begins to FlowO Brig. Gen. JH. Stepp
Founder 26th N.C.
Commander, Carolina Legion

Roll Call of Honor Colone L.W. Smith, Jr., 26th N.C.

26th N.C. Casualties at New Bern

26th N.C. Field Music
Cpl. Martin DOAutrechy, 26th N.C.
Sgt. Billy Holloman, 26th N.C.

The Old North State*
Unvelling of the 26th N.C.

Monument Pvt. W. Mark Mangum, 26th N.C
A Mighty Fortressisour God* 26th N.C. Regt. Band
Laying of Wreaths SoldierOs Benevolent Society,

26th N.C.
Cpl.Al Leonard, 26th N.C.

(Descendant of Major Abner B. Carmichael)

Introduction of Special Guest Brig. Gen. JH. Stepp

OWhere the Strong Grow GreatO Mr. James Edwards

Former N.C. State Senator
Prince Eugene’'s March (Anonymous, ca. 1740) 26th NC Field Music
Firing Salute 26th N.C. & 1st N.C. Artillery
Taps* 26th N.C. Bugler Eric Marshall
Dixie & Bonnie Blue Flag* 26th N.C. Regt. Band
Benediction Chaplain Jason Constantine, 26th N.C.
Musical Postlude 26th N.C. Field Music &

26th N.C. Regt. Band

* Music from the Original 26th N.C. Regimental Band Books

"SOLDIERS, THE ENEMY IS BEFORE YOU..STAND BY

ME AND I WILL BY YOU
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“Snake Rail”
Entry Fence

Evergreen Buffer from Railroad
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iy Demonstration Area . Maintenance/Storage

soil stabilization, and seeding will be

rformed per the standards set forth by
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that no further damage due to tree blow
downs or erosion will occur and the
earthworks can be preserved in their
current state.
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Twenty-Sixth Regiment
North Carolina Troops

Zebulon Baird Vance

) Colonel ,
Abner Bynum Car michael Henry King Burgwyn Jr.

M aj or Lieutenant Colonel

“Soldiers!! The enem(}/ isbefore you and you will soon bein combat. You have the rsgautatlon of
being.one of the best drilled regimentsin the service. Now | wish you to prove your selves one of the
best fighting. Men, stand by me and | will by you.”
Lt. Col. Henry Burgwyn, Jr.
To the men of the 26th NC on the eve of the battle

On March 14, 1862, a combined Union army and naval expedition, consisting of 11,000 troops, ynder the
command of Brig. Gen. Ambrose Burnside commenced an assault upon Brig. Gen. Lawrence OOB.
BranchOs 4,000 man Confederate defenses at New Bern.

The 26th NC was assigned to defend the right section of the Confederate line following Bullen Branch
from the Atlantic and North Carolina Railroad west to BryceOs Creek. The right wing of the 26th NCOs
line covered Weathersby Road and was manned by companies B, E and K of the 26th NC and several
attachments al under Lt. Col. BurgwynOs command. The center of the 26th NCOs line, companies C, F, H
and |, were under the direct command of Colonel Vance.

The left wing of the 26th NC was defended by cogmpaniesA, D and G, and was under the command of
Major Carmichael. From thisline, east to WoodOs Brickyard, occurred the most intense fighting of the
day. FQr over three hours the 26th NC, with assistance from the 7th NC and 33rd NC, repelled the
enemyQOs assaults along the railroad and Bullen Branch. A final Union assault on the brickyard succeeded
in breaking the Confederate center.

With this, the Confederate forces, holding the line from the brickyard to Fort Thompson, retreated to
New Bern destroying the bridges over the Trent River. The 26th NC, cut off and nearly surrounded, was
the last Confederate unit to leave the field. This engagement was the baptism of fire for the 26th NC,
which at Gettysburg would sustain the largest numerical losses of any unit, North or South, during the
entire course of the war.

. 26th NC SoldiersWho Died at New Bern
Major Abner B. Carmichael — Captain William H. Martin, Co. H
) Corporal Michael M. Woode, Co. A
Private M. Kevley, Co. C —Private Thomas M. McRory, Co. B
Private Joseph Miller, Co. A — Private Solomon Mullis, Co. B
Private Jackson W. Pope, Co. D —Private Hugh M. Ray, Co. H
Private William Taylor, Co. A —Private Lewis B. Tysor, Co. H

In addition to the 11 members who died at New Bern, the 26th NC also lost: 1 man mortally wounded, 9
men wounded, 2 men wounded & captured and 68 men captured for atotal of 91 causalities.

Under the leadership of Colonel Zebulon Baird Vance, these North Carolinians made the ultimate sacri-
fice while defending their native soil. May they always be remembered.

Erected by the Society for the Historical Preservation of the
Twenty-Sixth ﬁ?lment North Carolina Troops
arch 10, 2007




